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Foreword 

So much has been happening in the world of slogan 
postmarks that we cannot wait ten years to produce 
our next book! Consequently we have decided to 
split "Slogan Postmarl<s of the Nineties" into two 
and we have great pleasure in presenting here the 
first five years 1990-1994 as "part 1". 

Slogans are a form of advertising, used by the 
Post Office since 1917, so that while stamping the 
mail with stamp cancelling machines giving details 
of the town and date on each letter, space is also 
available for a legend or "slogan" and this sp~ce 
is sold to sponsors or used for Royal Mail's own 
advertising. So slogans can cover all sorts of 
topics, from events of the day, charities and 
appeals of the moment, and even commercial 
slogans. Millions of letters are posted each day 
and receive different slogans countrywide, so this 
represents a potentially powerful form of 
advertising. 

Much work is concealed in the pages that follow. 
While Royal Mail announce details of slogan 
postmarks that are due to be used, this book 
represents a detailed record of what really 
happened. The two are not the same, and in this 
difference lies much of the appeal of this book 
and its companion volumes. This is a genuine 
record of the . postal l!istory of slogan postmarks 
in the 1990s. Much contact with Royal Mail is 
required to extract slogan specimens and 
information, difficult though this is. So even 
more data is gathered by observation by a small 
dedicated group of collectors whose assistance is 
invaluable in the completion of this work. 

As for the future, the end appears to be in sight. 
Although this work appears under the "Parsons, 
Peachey and Pearson" banner, most of the 
compilation work has been carried out for over 
twenty-five years by Colin Peachey, continuing the 
work started by his two colleagues around 1958. 
Colin announces that he will be retiring from this 
task in 2000 to concentrate on his other postmark 
activities. Thus, on current plans, part 2 of the 
"Nineties" will be the last work in this series; 
but until the end of the century we will be doing 
all we can to maintain what we believe to be a 
high standard of detail and accuracy. 

Consequently, we would appreciate reports from 
other collectors, and we take the opportunity to 
thank those who have continued to help in the 
past, notably Patrick Awcock, Martin Grier, Alan 
Munford, Reg Stidston and P J Dawling. We also 
extend our thanks to Ted Watkins and George Curtis 
of the Channel Islands Specialists' Society, and 
Tom Norgate, Martin Robinson and Daphne Pullan of 
the Postal Mechanisation Study Circle. 

CRHP and CGP. Spring 1995 

Front cover 

Four blue slogans are shown: two of these were 
used in blue by design, at the request of the 
sponsors, and two in blue in error. 
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An extensive range of postmark related books is now available from Colin Peachey at 
19 Moorland Road, Hemel Hempstead, Herts HPl lNH, as follows : 

COLLECTIIIG SLOGAII POSTitAIIKS - "flagship" of the series which includes this book. 
• All 4 books in the series are written/published by the "Parsons, Peachey & Pearson" team 
• published in 1986, suitable for both beginners and advanced collectors 
• includes story of how slogan postmarks came about, and how they developed since 1917 
• gives details of "what to look for" - triangles, late uses, inverted slogans, meters etc 
• includes the "classic stories" of "World Refugee Year", "Mole Wrench" etc 
• includes details of all slogans from 1917 to 1969 in its 220 pages 
PRICE £9.95 plus £1.30 postage & packing (overseas £2) 

SLOGAB POSTIIARKS OF TilE SEVIIRTIES 
• gives all details of slogans used 1970-1979 (published 1980) 
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• describes effects of 1988 postal strike and use of coloured inks 
• describes deteriorating quality of slogan impressions and "rolled on by hand" slogans 
PRICK £5.95 plus £1 postage & packing (overseas £1.50) 

TWENTY YEARS OF FIRST DAY POSTMARKS - published by BPS (see opposite) 
• compiled 1983 by Brisn Pask and Colin Peachey 
• gives full details of all towns using these marks, plus Philatelic Bureau etc. 
• neat handbook with card covers, 104 pages. 
PRICK £3.50 plus 75p postage & packing (overseas £1) 

SPECIAL EVERT POSTMARKS OF TilE UK VOLUME I - published by BPS (see opposite) 
• Fourth edition of George Pearson's work, compiled by Colin Peachey & John Swanborough 
and produced in 1991 
• covers all Special handstamps/machine marks etc from 1851 to 1962 
• includes the "classic" events - Franco-British, Wembley Exhibition, 1958 Games etc 
• nearly all postmarks are illustrated (in colour) and all are valued 
• neat hardback book, includes many discoveries since the 19AOs 
PRICE £6 plus £1 postage & packing (overseas £1.20) 

SPECIAL EVERT POSTMARKS OF TilE UK VOLUME II - published by BPS (see opposite) 
• Covers years 1963-1983 
• Third Edition of 1984 - compiled by Alan Finch and Colin Peachey - has become Volume 11 
• 6000 entries and Channel Islands/Isle of ~an included 
PRICE £8 plus £1.30 postage & packing (overseas £2) (only a few copies remain) 

SPECIAL EVERT POSTMARKS OF TilE UK VOLUME Ill - published by BPS (see opposite) 
• Neat softback book produced 1994 by Alan Finch and Colin Peachey 
• covers another 10 years 1984-1993 in same format as previous volumes 
• many illustrations, and full details of Philatelic & "Tourist" handstamps 
• summary of "first day" handstamps continuing from "Twenty Years of First Days" 
PRICE £9.50 plus £1 postage & packing (overseas £1.50) 

SKELETON POSTMARKS OF KHGLAHD & WALES - published by BPS (see opposite) 
• Published 1993, compiled by Colin Peachey based on James Mackay listing 
• A4 softback, limited issue (only a few remain), supplement planned for 199~ or 1996 
PRICE £8.50 plus £1.50 postage & packing (overseas £2.30) 

COLLECT BRITISH POSTMARKS by Dr J T Whitney - published by BPS 
• Sixth edition produced 1993, edited by Colin Peachey and V Brian Crookes 
• the complete "Postmarks Simplified" for beginner and advanced collector alike 
• larger "chunky" format, complete review of most chapters, all postmarks are priced 
• thousands of changes to early chapters, pre & post 1840, squared circles etc 
• improved emphasis on 20th century - machines, railways, FPOs, tourist cachets etc 
• awarded Vermeil Medal at Cardinal Spellman Literature Fair 1994 
PRICE £12.50 plus £1.50 postage & packing (overseas £2.30) 
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1.1 Slogans as an advertising medium 

By a slogan we mean an advertising message applied 
to an envelope that is passed through the mail. 
Put simply, there are four ways of prepaying the 
postage on an ordinarv letter : 

(a) Put a stamp on it and post it in a letter box 
or hand it in at a post offiee - the resulting 
postmark is generally in blaek ink 
(b) Pay eash at a post offiee eounter; if a large 
number of letters, then they ean be handed in at a 
post offiee without stamps and eash paid for the 
postage (this is referred to as "prepaid" mai 1 or 
"paid" mail for short) - the resulting postmark is 
in red ink 
(e) Use a "meter maehine" to stamp one's own mail 
- this applies mainly to eommerdal mail (and 
obviously there are arrangements for paying Royal 
Mail) - also more reeently this applies to govern­
ment mail as well as eommereial mail 
(d) Print a postage impression on the envelope 
beforehand; these are known as "postage paid 
impressions". 

Of these, (d) seems to provide no opportunity to 
apply slogans (or messages) (exeept those printed 
on the envelope!). (e) provides ample opportunity 
for a firm to apply its own advertising messages 
with 1 ittle fear of eontroversy sinee it is only 
t"at eompany' s mail whieh earries the message. 
However, it is the Royal-Mail-applied slogans that 
we eoneentrate on here, ie (a), and to a lesser 
extent (b). 

Given that Royal Mail applies a maehine postmark 
to a good proportion of sueh letters (here we have 
to diseard from the diseussion mail too large for 
maehine stamping) to show the plaee and date of 
posting, there is also spaee to apply a "slogan" 1 

and this faeility has been utilised sinee slogans 
started in 1917. Apart from using this spaee for 
its own messages (sueh as "Post early for 
Christmas") Royal Mai 1 offers this spaee to 
sponsors to promote events, anniversaries, ete. 

Rules have been earefully evolved over the years 
defining exaetly what may and may not be ineluded 
in sueh slogans. However, the position has also 
gradually ehanged towards allowing eommereial 
advertising, onee totally prohibited but later 
eommereially aeeeptable. This we will diseuss 
further in ehapter 3. 

For many years the wording of a slogan was 
restrieted as deseribed above, and we have defined 
General Slogans as those whieh -
• advertise or eommemorate events of loeal, 

national or international importanee 
• promote eampaigns sponsored by loeal or eentral 

government, eharities or the Post Offiee 

In 1963 the requirements were relaxed to permit 
(4) 
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less speeifie advertising of a loeality, henee 
Loeal Publieity Slogans whieh : 
• advertise the virtues of a town 
• promote industrial opportunities 
• highlight loeal plaees of interest 
• invite loeal investment 

For 27 years from their ineeption in 1963 we 
listed LP slogans separately beeause of their 
large numbers. From 1990 1 sinee there are now few 
of them, we have "eapped" the LP list and ineluded 
slogans of an LP nature in the general listing. 

Our listings handle separately the "exeeptional" 
use of a general slogan. This is typieally where a 
slogan is used without announeement or "offieial 
endorsement", and it is surprising that sueh 
slogan usages sometimes eontinue for an extended 
period - it is as though no-one apart from the 
eagle-eyed eolleetors had notieedl Sueh 
Exeeptional Uses are not to be eonfused with over­
running slogans known as "late uses" wltieh are 
ineluded in the "general list" - in faet there are 
so many of these we only show the latest ones 
reported in eaeh ease. 

1.2 Layout of this book 

In the next ehapter we go into further detai 1 
eoneerning the slogan postmarks themselves ancl the 
maehines that impress the postmarks. 
In ehapter 3 we reeord some of the individual 
developments of the 1990s. In ehapter 4 we 
eoneentrate on uses of "Post Code" slogans whieh 
largely started in the 1970s. Chapter 5 starts 
with amendments to previous listings ineluding the 
Loeal Publidty listing whieh we terminated at 
1989. This ehapter eontinues with the main General 
Slogan listing. In ehapters 6 and 7 we give the 
detailed listings of Exeeptional and the new 
Hands tamp (or "hand applied") slogans respeetive­
ly. We then go on to list Maritime and Forees Post 
~ ~logans in ehapters 8 and 9, followed by a 
listing of Channel Islands and Isle of Man slogans 
in ehapter 10. Chapter 11 lists Miseellaneous 
slogans sueh as the popular meter eorreetion 
slogans, and Chapter 12 the new Ink jet maehine 
postmarks. We end with an Index of all 1990-94 
slogans to help eolleetors seeking slogans of a 
partieular theme or town. 

1.3 Complete slogan impressions 

We eannot impress upon eolleetors strongly enough 
that a slogan on its own, eut or torn out from an 
envelope, is of little eonsequenee, The eomplete 
slogan postmark eonsisting of impressions of both 
slogan die and the town die, showing the date and 
plaee of posting, should be retained intaet as 
though it were one unit - see the illustrations in 
the next ehapter. In later ehapters we illustrate 
the slogans alone, but this is only to save spaee. 
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1.4 Colleeting slogans 

This topie is eovered in depth in our "Colleeting 
Slogan Postmarlcs" boolc, but we repeat here the 
essenee of ehapter 3 of that boolc. 

(a) Generally there are two sourees of slogans, 
those that have been sent for by eolleetors, and 
envelopes from personal or eommereial mail. The 
former are obtained by sending envelopes (or 
"eovers" as they are lcnown) to post offiees for 
reposting. This is a valuable faeility provided by 
Royal Mail, for wbieb there is no extra eharge 
(beyond the postage), and it is based on 
information given in the British Postmarlc Bulletin 
(see seetion 2.8). Commereial mail is a valuable 
souree of slogans, if you ean find an offiee 
willing to save sueh envelopes for you. At least 
this souree should provide plenty of eolleetable 
material at little eostl 

(b) When sending envelopes for . reposting, obtain 
good quality white envelopes. Write the address 
elearly but well away from where the postmarlc will 
fall; the best way to do this is either to use a 
rubber stamp or to obtain address labels, whieh 
are small and neat. Position the stamp so that 
ideally it will be eaneelled by the dreular "town 
die", leaving the slogan to fall elear of the 
stamp. The stamp should be of the eorreet rate for 
first or seeond dass, whiehever is appropriate, 
and preferably of a light eolour - the eurrent 
definitive stamps are all suitable, either the 1st 
(orange), 25p (red) or 2nd (pale blue) though the 
19p is less suitable. 

(e) However one should expeet disappointments 
sinee quality of slogans is variable, and however 
earefully worded your letter to the relevant post 
offiee, errors oeeur. Regrettably standards have 
fallen reeently, as detailed in ebapter 3, and 
although replaeements may be requested for l)adly 
eaneelled it~ms, the sueeess rate is not high. 

(d) Older slogan envelopes ean be obtained from 
other eolleetors, or from dealers, some of whom 
advertise in this boolc. Colleetors lceen enough to 
join the British Postmarlc Soeiety (see page 3) 
will find single items and eolleetions on offer. 

(e) Important deeisions for the eolleetor eoneern 
methods of housing the eolleetion and whether to 
retain whole envelopes or eut out "pieees" whieh 
are usually 4 inebes by 2 inehes or slightly 
smaller. If in doubt our adviee is to keep 
envelopes whole sinee onee eut they eannot be 
reinstated. On tWe other band pieees are easier to 
mount in albums if that is the ehosen way to house 
the eolleetion. An alternative is to store whole 
eovers in suitably labelled eardboard or plastie 
storage eartons, with dividers labelled for 
different seetions of the eolleetion. 

(f) It is important to lledde what slogans to 
eolleet. Tbematie eolleeting is popular, with many 
themes on offer - royalty, railways, polities, 
religion, sport, musie, seouting, birds, philately 
and postal meehanisation just to mention a few. 
But it is just as feasible to eolleet speeifie 
towns or eounties. Similarly one has to deeide 
whether to eolleet ALL the towns using, say, the 
"Happy Christmas" slogan or to settle for one 
speeimen. Sueh are the ehoiees! 

1.5 Valuations 

We find it diffieult to put valuations on modern 
slogans. Largely frowned upon by eolleetors of 
older postmarlcs and postal history, most dealers 
are not prepared to handle modern slogans whieh 
are bullcy and provide little revenue for them. 
However we feel modern slogans do have an inherent 
value, and philatelie eovers eurrently (1994) eost 
at least 38p (postage eaeh way of 19p)l 

The value can also vary depending on the circum­
stanees, sueb as finding a slogan of your partic­
ular theme, which eould mean it is worth to the 
finder more than the trivial priee-tag it might 
otherwise earry. First Day Covers carrying a 
slogan relevant to the commemorative stamp issue 
command an even greater premium; such covers with 
a full set of eommemorative stamps will normally 
carry a priee of £5 to £10 or more. 

Our valuation "coding" is done on a eomparative 
basis. We have put no value on the "Post Code" 
items discussed in ebapter 4; these carry much 
interest but little value. But other items are 
coded from A up to F for searee items for which 
there will always be a demand; consequently these 
deserve a price tag of at least a few pounds. 

Our valuations are for elean white envelopes; 
pieees will be slightly less. Special covers or 
postcards will add a premium to the price. However 
our definitions are as follows (we have rounded up 
A and B to 5p and lOp): 

A "Post Code" or other slogans used over a 
period of years; never lilcely to carry much 
financial value 5p 

B Modern multi-town slogan, or single-town 
slogan used over an extended period; very 
common at the time lOp 

C Modern single-town slogan used for a few 
weelcs and which could be sent for at the 
time, but not the small towns for which 
little commerdal mail exists. Multi-town 
slogan at small towns or used for a short 
period. Possibly not easy to find now since 
no-one has kept a stoelc! l0-30p 

D Modern slogans used at small offices, for a 
short period or unannounced, possibly only 
philatelie copies available, alternatively 
NO philatelic copies available! 30p-£1 

E Modern slogans would have to have been 
elusive even when current to reach this 
category, or possibly of a specific 
thematic appeal tl-£3 

Note : items priced at * in the Exceptional 
chapter are those "one off" items that are 
difficult to price; however since they are 
"repeats" and not "new" slogans we would 
compare their value to "E", not higher 

F Noteworthy items bound to carry a speeial 
premium on the grounds of both scarcity and 
being much sought after; unlilcely to be 
more than one or two in the 1990s, since 
this category more appropriate to older 
items £3-£10 

G and G+ - see "Collecting Slogan Postmarlcs" 



2 Slogan Postmarks- Background 
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2.1 Town dies 

A complete slogan postmark consists of the 
impression of the slogan die itself, and the town 
die which gives details of the date and location 
of posting. In order to understand more fully the 
intricacies of slogan collecting, we devote a few 
sections of this chapter to detailing the various 
types of "town die" which can be found with with 
slogans in the 1990s. 

2.2 First anrt seconrt class mail 

To follow why several dies of a slogan may or may 
not be used at a particular post office, one has 
to understand the two-tier system for inlanrt mail. 
The sender may choose between the first anrt seconrt 
class services, and Royal Mai 1 has recently been 
making massive efforts to secure next-day 
delivery for a high proportion of first class mail 
in the face of reduced standards and increased 
volumes. Second class mail is handled quite 
differently, with further different arrangements 
for bulk mail (not normally given a slogan 
impression). Tbe main point is that a first class 
postmark normally includes a "time" as well as a 
date (suspended for the pre-Christmas pressure 
period) whereas second class, up to 1992, did not. 
The 1992 change resulted from the introduction of 
CFC machines, see 2.6, but prior to that the two 
classes of mail were streamed, and at the smaller 
offices there would normally still be two machines 
- one for 1st class and the other for 2nd class. 

The slogan sponsor must decide how many dies to 
fund anrt at which offices, bearing in mind that at 
larger offices two CFCs, an FCT and two SCMs might 
mean that up to eight dies can be used, thus the 
number of dies (and the cost thereof!) requires 
careful consideration. 

2.3 Universal machines 

Tbis is the normal stamp cancelling machine (SCM) 
which is manually fed with bundles of envelopes 
for the stamp on the front of the envelope to be 
cancelled. It can also be used for "missort" 
purposes - an impression usually on the back of an 
envelope to denote where the envelope arrived in 
error en route, also for other special purposes 
described later in this chapter. As the sorting 
operation has become more concentrated, the small 
offices (and some large ones too!) are left solely 
with one machine for missort purposes. 

two different types of machine, so there is no way 
of differentiating between these machines, hence 
the general term of "Universal", or "ordinary 
machine" to distinguish such machines from the 
advanced machines developed later. 

2.4 ALF machines 

The ALF (Automated Letter Facer) was the first 
facing machine developed to be used in large 
"concentrated" mechanised offices; it was first 
used at Southampton in 1957 in conjunction with 
the newly developed "graphite lined"' stamps which 
the machine "detected" before stamping them. 
Others were introduced in the period up to 1965. 
Tbey were large installations including a packet 
segregator, and this is partly the reason for the 
later development of the FCT - see 2.5 - (though 
by the late 1980s smaller and simpler versions of 
ALF machines were being introduced again). ALFs 
had four streams of mail, two first class and two 
second class, and the postmarks were often dis­
tinguishable eg Stoke-on-Trent Bl to B4 (B2 anrt B3 
were used on first class mail, Bl and B4 on second 
class mail). All the large ALFs are now replaced 
but their postmarks lingered on and were used in 
CFCs - see figure 2-1 for an example. 

2.5 FCT machines 

The FCT (Facer Canceller Table) is not as 
automated as the ALF. It requires first and second 
class streams to be segregated manually and to be 
faced ie the envelopes arranged the same way 
round. First introduced in the late 1960s, these 
machines were supplied to offices mechanised later 
rather than the more unwieldy ALFs. Consisting of 
conveyor belts along a facing table and into a 
stamping area, the FCT has two streams (first and 
second class), and once again the postmarks are 
often identifiable eg Bradford FCl and FC2 were 
used in the FCT, whereas At to A4 and Bl to B4 
were used in its ALF machines. 

In the Channel Islands both Guernsey and Jersey 
have introduced FCTs, but the two postmark streams 
in each machine denote "island" and "outward" 
mail, not first and second class. 

Fig. 2-2 

2.6 CFCs (Culler Facer Cancellers) 

Much changed in 1992-93 when the new large 
capacity CFCs came into use and were soon 
introduced at all the MLOs (mostly now re-termed 
APCs). In brief the effects of these machines were 

SCMs were developed over the early years of the two-fold (i) they permitted more concentration by 
20th century, and from 1933 the same type of town "swallowing up" the stamping of mail of medium 
dies (called "unified") were applied by at least sized towns (see 2.8), and (ii) all mail is stamp-

(6) 
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ed before it is segregated, so the old rule of 
thumb "time on first class, no time on second 
class" came to an abrupt end as the time appears 
on a 11 such mail, A CFC has two streams, and 
campaign organisers are now advised to acquire 
slogan dies in pairs so that all the mail going 
through the CFC may receive the slogan impression 
- spotting the difference between the two streams 
of the CFC is not easy I Some offices introduced 
"CFC" into their postmarks - see figure 2-2. 

2,7 Standard and transposed slogans 

By a standard slogan we mean one in which the town 
die is shown on the left, with the slogan 
cancelling the stamp to the right, in the position 
that the "wavy line" canceller would otherwise be. 
Soon after the in.troduction of the first Local 
Publicity slogan in 1963, the first transposed 
slogan was introduced, at Bath, with the slogan on 
the left, normally clear of the stamp, and thus 
arguably giving the sponsor a "better deal" in 
that the slogan would normally be more legible. So 
transposed slogans became the norm until 1976. 
Pressure on the Post Office in an environment of 
deteriorating service forced particular attention 
to be paid to showing clearly the date on which 
items were posted, with at the same time dark 
coloured commemorative stamps making reading of 
the date more difficult. The net result was a 
"swing" back to standard slogans from 1976, though 
a few slogans were used transposed, and a 1990 
example is shown at figure 2-3. There were further 
developments in the 1990s, see section 3,4, 

2.8 Concentration- see also 3.1 

As mentioned above, mail was stamped at, for 
example, Uxbridge in 19qo, but an Uxbridge slogan 
in 1994 has to be used at Harrow since Uxbridge no 
longer stamps outward mail, The process of 
concentration means that more small and medium 
offices eg Stirling, Cheltenham and Aylesbury, 
have been losing their stamping of normal letters, 
as mail is stamped at the larger mechanised 
offices. Thus a Dundee slogan has to used at 
Perth, receiving exposure on mai 1 from a wider 
area than Dundee alone, but only if ALL the Perth 
machines carry the slogan! We sometimes wonder if 
potential slogan sponsors fully understand this, 
At figure 2-4 a Corby slogan used at Northampton 
is shown. 

2.~ Periods of use 

Royal Mail publishes advance notice of forthcoming 
slogans in its "British Post1118rk Bulletin", which 
Royal Mail sends to subscribing collectors at 
approximately fortnightly intervals, This public­
ation gives information about forthcoming slogans 
and special handstamps. By and large it llas been 
successful, but there have been an increasing 
number of late announcements - more on this in 
chapter 3. Nevertheless the Bulletin does give 
collectors the opportunity to send for most 
slogans (see section 1,4) in advance, 

In our listings we denote with an asterisk (in 
chapter 5 only) the slogans which were either not 
announced in the British Postmark Bulletin or 
which were announced too late for collectors to 
send for a first-day impression, However we have 
not expected the Bulletin to announce every re-use 
after an interruption, hence such items are not 
asterisked, 

Quite often slogans are used outside the correct 
dates, Since a post office engineer is involved in 
the fitting and withdrawing a slogan, such dies 
cannot always be installed/removed at midnight on 
the appropriate day, and as a result late uses are 
quite common, but early uses less so, A complete 
listing of late uses would be lengthy, so we have 
included "latest late uses" and the "earliest 
early uses" known, both standard and transposed, 
where there are any known. "Late use" or "Early 
use" indicates that just one is known, Similarly 
for a one-town slogan we have adjusted the dates 
accordingly eg "1 Sep to 1 Oct (official end date 
30 Sep)", At figure 2-5 we show a "late use" some 
months after the European Election Day referred to 
in the slogan, 

2.10 Illustrations 

We llave gone to great lengths to provide accurate 
illustrations in this book, these normally coming 
from photocopies of actual slogan impressions, 
which are then "blacked in", Our opinion is that 
tracing of postmarks does not provide the same 
accuracy. Readers probably do not realise the work 
that goes into this aspect of our work, but it is 
a source of considerable satisfaction to be able 
to represent the illustrations accurately, 

We are grateful to the British Postmark Bulletin 
for its slogan illustrations, some of which we 
have used in this book. However our policy is to 
illustrate designs as they were really used, At 
figure 2-6A we show two versions of the Nottingham 
"KLG" slogan as shown at different times in the 
Bulletin, while at figure 2-6B is the slogan as it 
was actually used. 

2,11 Inverted slogans 

The next four illustrations show slogan dies 
fitted to the die hub in such a way that the 
inscription appears inverted, In such cases the 
town die may also appear inverted, but if the 
postmark appears at the top of the envelope there 
is little doubt that the slogan was fitted 
inverted, The slogan in figure 2-7 was probably 
fitted to the hub inverted, then the town die 
installed correctly, but in figure 2-8 the whole 
hub, put together correctly, was installed in the 
machine inverted, At figure 2-9 we show a 
"transposed and inverted" slogan, then at 2-10 the 
transposed equivalent of 2-8 ie a transposed 
slogan fitted in the die hub then tile whole hub 
installed in the inverted position, showing at the 
left the extra transposed skid bars, 

2.12 Broken slogans 

Broken slogans are less common than they were in 
the 1970s because tllere are fewer long-running 
slogans, We have not listed broken dies 
specifically, tllough they are fun to collect, A 
word of warning: since impressions can often be 
incomplete, possibly due to the envelope • s 
contents, lt is advisable to obtain at least two 
impressions of a broken slogan in order to prove 
that they came from a broken die, The "Post Code" 
slogans provide many examples of broken corners 
and one is shown at figure 2-11. 

2.13 Missort dies 

Stamp cancelling machines are often used to 
impress a postmark to denote that the letter "lost 
its way" and arrived at an "unexpected" office. To 
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maintain "quality of service", evidence of in­
correct routing/sorting is valuable. 

In London special town dies are used for this 
purpose, each with a code denoting one of the 
postal sub-districts of London, thougl! missorts 
seem to be seldom stamped in London these days. A 
specimen of London Nl's '87' die is shown at 
figure 2-12 (with the town die inverted), 

2.14 Diamonrl and triangle dies 

Stamp cancelling machines are fitted with 
automatic counting devices, and up to 1985 an 
annual census was made by this means, normally in 
October, and mail passed through a machine at the 
office of receipt to obtain these statisitics, 
Such items were normally stamped with a "census 
diamond" to denote that they had been counted. In 
1986 new sampling systems associated with quality 
of service superseded this procedure. Triangular 
dies, originally designed for a quite different 
purpose (up to 1968), are also now obsolete. 

Both diamond and triangular dies are occasionally 
used with or without slogans, and at figures 2- 13 
and 2- 14 we show examples. Naturally they are not 
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dated, but we can report that the diamond die was 
used at Nottingham in 1994, and the triangle die 
was used at Glasgow, for which S.42 is the code 
in 1991. Both were usad on "meter mail" envelope~ 
being counted at the office of posting. 

2.15 Paid dies 

For volumes of 500 items (previously 120) or more, 
letters do not have to have adhesive stamps 
affixed, instead they can be bundled and handed in 
at a main post office as ''mail prepaid in cash'', 
or "paid" mail for short. With the advent of PPls 
this system is less used then it was. ''Paid'' mail 
is struck in red ink, and since it bears no 
adhesive stamp which would show the country of 
origin, Universal Postal Union regulations require 
that the words 11 Great Britain" are included in the 
postmark, at least for any such mail that is going 
overseas. Thus, although much "paid" mail is 
postmarked with an ordinary "non Gr~at Britain" 
die, the practice is arguably correct if restrict­
ed to inland mail. 

Hardly any "paid" mail of the 1990s was struck 
with a slogan. The reason is that the word "Paid" 
should form part of the postmark, w~ich in a 
modern Universal machine means the use of "1st 
paid" or "2nd paid" in the centre section of the 
"wavy lines", and use of the "wavy lines" prevents 
use of a slogan. 

Wolverhampton ignored this when on 1 Novemoer 1qq4 
they used an ordinary ''Be oroperly addressed'' 
slogan in red for stamping Paid mail, li<e the 
Hemel Hempsteari example shown in the "Eieltties" 
book out transposed! 

Slogans could legitimately be used with square 
''Paid'' dies since t~ese carried t~e words ''Pairl'' 
and "Great 'Britain". In our "Eighties" book we 
showed w,at we believe to be the last use of a 
square paid die with a slogan. If the word ''Pairi'' 
was more frequently included in modern town dies 
these could be used with advertising slogans. The 
only remaining example where this has been done is 
the HastinRs die shown at figure ?. - 15. This town 
die is one we have referred to in our other books. 
It was i n troduced in 1963, and regular use of the 

~--
-ADVENTURE---
ST CLEMENTS CAVES· HASTINGS­
OPEN THROUGHOUT THE YEAR-

Fig. 2- 15 

LP slop,ans with this town die seems to have 
stopped about 1973, so the town die has only 
occasionally been used with slogans since then. So 
even at Hastings 1 where the town die exists for 
proper use of slogans on paid mail, the facility 
has not normally been used for 20 years! 

London Postal Region included the word "Paid" in 
the slogan itself in 1983, producing a pair of 
slogan designs (with "lst Paid" and "2nd Paid") 
for use at a number of offices in tlte region - see 
figure 2-16. These were the first slogans designed 
for use on paid mail (apart from three in 
Guernsey, see "Slogan Postmarks of the 
Seventies"), and they are 1 isted in chapter 11 
(

11Miscellaneous slogans") 1 though some confusion 
took place in 1990 w~en the changes to red ink and 
back to black resulted in black ink being used for 
Paid mail at some offices- see chapter 11 for the 
illustration of •uch a use at Watford. 

Lastly at figure 2-17 is shown a "Great Britain" 
die brought into service on normal mail (not 
"paid" mail) and thus used in black ink. In 1994 
we recorded about 35 of these in normal use 
throughout the year, and another 20 or so in 
December when extra machines are used to cope with 
seasonally increased volumes of mail each year. At 
Paddington GB dies were used almost exclusively 
from 1989 to early 1994. Note the Northampton die 
is inscribed "Northampton" not "Northamptonshire". 

2.16 Meter slogans 

As we stated in chapter 1, our listings do not 
include the slogans from firms' franking machines, 
available in large numbers. We illustrate some 
examples of these in "Collecting Slogan Postmarks" 
including some from overseas. Beginners should 
learn to differentiate meters (normally in red) 
from Royal Mai 1 "paid" postmarks which are also 
struc~ in red ink. 
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As we have featured in our previous volumes, on 
occasions the slogan from a meter machine is of 
the same design as that of a Royal Mai 1 slogan 
(which we will have listed). Frequently a slogan 
sponsor puts a similar slogan in his own meter 
machine. Thus, one is able to obtain a "matching 
pair" of slogans from Royal Mail and the sponsor's 
meter machines, and we show such a pair of 
slogans, a Royal Mai 1 slogan at figure 2-18 and 
its meter equivalent at figure 2-19. 
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3.1 Mechanisation, APCs, postcodes, concentration 
and generic postmarks 

The process of concentration, which we described 
in detail in our earlier volumes, took further 
massive strides in the 1990s with the introduction 
of CFCs - see section 2.6. Thi.s process, along 
with the increased use of generic postmarks, is 
described with an example. For some years the 
towns in Gwent had had their mail stamped at 
Newport which carried a "Gwent" generic title in 
its machine dies since 1973. Then in 1993 Newport 
was "swallowed up" by Cardiff where the town dies 
were changed to "Cardiff Newport" to describe the 
new catchment area- see figure 3-1. 

One concentration requiring explanation is London 
SW. All the SW London sub-districts were concen­
trated in 1983 on to a new MLO where the town dies 
were changed from "London SWl" to "London SW". In 
fact the new office is in SW8, but in our listings 
we have referred purely to "London SW"'• Similarly, 
we plan to refer to "Bournemouth" even though its 
new (1994) APC is in Poole, and although it has 
been referred to as "Dorset APC". Additionally 
"Gatwick MLO" is the postmarlt used by Redhi 11 
since their MLO operation moved from the centre of 
ll.edhi ll in 1988 - the location is Gatwick Road, 
Crawley. 

Concentration has taken place countrywide, not 
least in London where all sub-districts, numeric­
ally from Bethnal Green ~2 to West KensinP,ton Wl4, 
ceased the stamping of the first morning 
collection from about 1991 (1993 in SE/SW London), 
and all of London's mails were concentrated 
eventually on to seven major offices: London Mount 
Pleasant, El, N1, NW1, SEl, "SW", Paddington. 

Mechanisation development has not stopped, and 
successive generations of sorting equipment have 
been introduced, with the notable additions of 
CFCs (see section 2.6) and OCR (optical character 
recognition) equipment. This further streamlines 
the sorting process by reading typewritten, then 
handwritten, postcodes and addresses. 

Although the 1970s network of "Mechanised Letter 
Offices" meant that the initials "MLO" were 
introduced in some postmarks, development of fully 
automated offices has given rise to a newer term, 
APC - Automated Processing Centre, and thus the 
initials APC appear in some newer postmarks - see 
figure 3-2. 
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Later nationwide "postcode" slogans -

- "Be properly addressed - postcode it", and 
- "Pass on your postcocie" 

only received one entry each in our "Eighties" 
listings but these are also included in chapter 4. 
Along with "Remember to use the Post Code!", all 
three slogans were in use side by side from 1985, 
and they are without doubt the commonest of modern 
slogans. 

There are now a good number of generic titles, 
these having started with the "Fylde Blackpool" 
designation in 1966. To aid the collector we have 
named the actual town in our listings. For example 
Paddington in 1994 became "West London" as it 
"swallowed up" the operations of London W1 as well 
as the WZ-14 sub-districts. Most of the generic 
identities in use in 1994 are shown in the APC 
list at the end of this chapter. 

"Coventry and Warwickshire" is the generic post­
mark used at Coventry. However, for some reason 

It is now over 20 years since the last of the Stratford-upon-Avon was allowed to retain its 
individual local "postcode" slogan campaigns "postmark identity" but the stamping of its mail 
connected with the introduction of postcodes in was moved to Coventry in 1992. Consequently both 
each area. However, many have continued in use and "Coventry and Warwicltshire" and "Stratford upon 
we are still left with our complex listings of Avon" town dies may be found with slogans used at 
"Remember to use the Post Code!" which emanated Coventry. This is not mentioned in the listing on 
from those days. We have continued the updated each occasion but it means, for example, that 
listings of the campaigns that started in the no.4467 "Someone cares Crossline" and other 
1960s and 1970s together in a separate chapter, national slogans were used with both towns' dies. 
chapter 4. (10) 
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3,2 Sunday and bank holiday collections 

Sunday collections bad been dropped in 1976 
(except for special collections at Read Office 
boxes in some Scottish cities), Fortunately this 
changed in 1989 when Sunday collections were 
reinstated in an attempt to recoup lost customer 
satisfaction, This started in five selected areas 
on 19 November 1989 and spread countrywide during 
1990, Collections are now made from (generally) 
letter boxes at all post offices, and postmarking 
arrangements are different from weekdays, 

Further concentration bas taken place on Sundays 
so that not every APC is required to operate and 
stamp mail. Thus, for example, a large part of the 
Midlands from Nottingham to Wolverhampton was 
concentrated on to Derby on Sundays only, and a 
"Royal Mail Midlands" postmark used there - see 
figure 3-3 (note that at some offices no "time" is 
shown on Sundays even on first class mail). In the 
listings we have not mentioned each occasion on 
which this postmark is used, but the other Sunday­
only postmarks are as follows: 

(i) "Bolton Lanes" instead of "Bury Bolton Wigan" 
at Bolton since the Sunday catchment area is 
larger than "Bury Bolton Wigan" 

( ii) "Plymouth & District" dies at Plymouth, 
"Cornwall" dies at St Austell and other towns, 
but rarely used with slogans (now mostly obsolete) 
(iii) "Bournemouth District" instead of 

"Bournemouth-Poole" at Bournemouth, for the same 
reason as (i) but seldom used with slogans (now 
obsolete) 

(iv) "South East Division/1" at Tonbridge, 
covering mail from Canterbury, Maidstone and 
Tonbridge areas, but seldom used with slogans 

On bank holiday weekends it is not necessary to 
make collections on both Sunday and Monday, The 
norm, certainly in England and Wales, is for no 
collection to be made on the Sunday of these 
weekends, but instead a collection on Monday as 
though it was a Sunday, Other Sunday arrangements 
apply to such Mondays. This point is important 
when it comes to defining dates for slogan 
campaigns, We have pressed for slogan campaigns to 
start on Mondays (not bank holidays) and end on 
Saturdays but with only partial success, and 
slogans continue to be announced for dates on 
which they cannot be used eg a Nottingham slogan 
ended on 4 December 1994 wbicb was a Sunday, while 
Sunday stamping of mail is concentrated on to 
Derby (see above), so we have amended the end date 
to 3 December, It is as though the slogan planners 
do not have access to a calendar! 

SEND A VIDEO lETTER = 
Fig. 3-4 

REMEMBER 
to use the 
POST CODEI= 

Fig, 3-5 

3,3 Quality of service 

Concern over the quality of service, with mounting 
pressure from customers following deteriorating 
service (eg first class inland delivery in two 
days or more becoming commonplace rather than 
exceptional), had grown during the 1980s, Inside 
Royal Mail added emphasis was placed on keeping 
costs down yet attempting to achieve the first 
class service aim of 901-or-more letters delivered 
by the working day after posting, which as far as 
we are aware was achieved. Obviously, this is tied 
up with mechanisation and concentration mentioned 
earlier, 

One effect was a desire for the postmark date to 
be legible, underlining the need to impress 
slogans in the standard position, Strangely enough 
collectors were campaigning at the same time over 
the quality of machine impressed postmarks, which 
appeared to be worse than ever, not better! 

3,4 Standard and transposed slogans 

As described in chapter 2, standard slogans bad 
been the norm since 1976, However, with the 
Quality of Service issue in mind, a decision was 
made to change slogans to transposed again in 1991 
when, initially for the national "JVC" slogan, 
sorting offices were permitted to choose which way 
round to use their slogans (at first transposed in 
one machine only), and a good number changed their 
mind during the currency of the JVC slogan! Later 
things settled down and decisions were taken at 
several offices, such as Edinburgh, Gloucester and 
Milton Keynes, to use virtually all of their 
slogans transposed - an example is shown at figure 
3-4 - while others have remained standard. Trans­
posed slogans are denoted in our lists with a "t" 
after the reference number. Note that, with trans­
posed slogans, as well as having the slogan to the 
left, a further seven "skid lines" fitted for 
protection appear to the right of the town die, 

In standard slogans the seven "skid lines" at the 
right are supposed to be included in the design, 
as included in the Royal Mail guidelines on slogan 
designs; a quick look through chapter 5 will show 
the different ways slogan designers have chosen to 
fulfil this obligation. Inevitably there are a few 
cases where the lines have been omitted in error! 

Furthermore, a slogan designed for use in the 
transposed position does NOT require these skid 
lines included in the design, and 1960s history 
later repeated itself, since in 1994 slogans were 
once again designed with no skid bars - "KLG 
glazing" at Nottingham in June 1994 was the first. 

One other twist to the story also came about in 
November 1991, In an attempt to use the JVC slogan 
in the transposed position, London N'll1 managed to 
use it thus, but without the seven skid lines to 
the right of the Toini'die. We believe this was 
done by mounting the slogan inverted in a standard 
die bub then inserting this in the machine 
inverted, One of the results is that the impress­
ions tend to be of poor quality, too much so to 
show a specimen here. The same "trick" was used at 
Ipswich, also in November 1991, and with the "Post 
Code" slogan it is shown here at figure 3-5. Stoke 
on Trent was a further office where this variation 
of transposed slogans has been used up to 1994. 
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3.5 Meter correction slogans 

A further effect of the "Quality of Service" issue 
was the increased effort to ensure that meter 
applied postmarks (ie letters stamped by firms not 
by Royal Mail) were correctly dated. This gave 
rise to over-stamping of meter mail by Royal Mail 
to confirm the date, in many cases whether the 
date was correct or not; if incorrect a correction 
needed to be made, and accordingly a crop of 
slogans appeared from 1986, and these are describ­
ed in chapter 11 and one is shown at figure 3-6. 
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3.6 Commercial advertising slogans 

Since before their inception there has been 
concern over slogans which appeared to "overstep 
the mark" by including commercial advertising. 
Early examples of this were "Gibbons Centenary" in 
1965 and "Christies" in 1966. Up to the 1980s the 
Post Office ruling on the topic was that mention 

.of a commercial concern was permissible only if an 
event or anniversary was being advertised. 

But Royal Mail changed its attitude in the mid-
1980s. As part of its attempt to market slogan 
advertising more widely, inclusion of company 
names was welcomed, but companies do not seem to 
have responded in large numbers. Following early 
examples in 1987, Philips, JVC, Captain Birds Eye 
and Walls have featured on national slogans in the 
1990s - see a further example at figure 3-7 - and 
there were a number of double glazing slogans in 
1994. So the pendulum seems to have swung fully 
since the days of "no advertising". 

One such commercially-oriented slogan was the 1993 
McDonald's slogan (used at Sto1ce-on-Trent) which 
arguably is the most valuable slogan used so far 
in the Nineties. It offered "2 Big Macs for £2" at 
McDonald 's Stafford "when you present this post­
mark". The offer gave no end date so future 
collectors may be able to benefit from this offer! 

3.7 The rise and fall of the slogan 

The statistics below, showing the numbers of 
slogans dach year (ie the number of entries in our 
listings) from 1957, largely speak for themselves. 
The introduction of Local Publicity slogans in 
1963 ensured that 1968-70 was to become the peak 
period, with many local events also being advert­
ised in a massive growth in both general and local 
publicity slogans. Local authority reorganisation& 
and cut-backs changed all that in the 1970s, and 
while in the 1980s local publicity slogans tailed 
off. The number of national campaigns grew 

significantly in 1988-89: some credit is no doubt 
due to the marketing efforts of Royal Mail. While 
the cost of a slogan might seem high for a private 
advertiser or local council, it must compare 
favourably with the cost of other media for the 
government or commercial advertiser. 

--------------------------------------------------
Year General Local Total 

Publicity 

----------------------------------------------
1957 17 17 
1958 20 20 
1959 22 22 

1960 31 31 
1961 30 30 
1962 38 38 
1963 39 58 97 
1964 78 123 201 

1965 87 121 208 
1966 136 126 262 
1967 197 166 363 
1968 267 173 440 
1969 224 142 366 

1970 297 136 433 
1971 235 136 371 
1972 193 147 340 
1973 228 157 385 
1974 218 146 364 

1975 181 133 314 
1976 150 94 244 
1977 109 41 150 
1978 114 49 163 
1979 122 41 163 

1980 89 40 129 
1981 62 31 93 
1982 72 27 99 
1983 60 28 88 
1984 78 22 100 

1985 54 24 78 
1986 79 25 104 
1987 81 20 101 
1988 92 9 101 
1989 120 10 130 

1990 132 7 139 
1991 125 19 144 
1992 144 31 175 
1993 128 23 151 
1994 105 17 122 

3.8 Local Publicity slogans 

Local publicity slogans died out almost completely 
in the 1980s, but the longest running LP slogan 
was still going in 1994: this is the Anglesey one 
(LP.1915) shown at figure 3-8 used continuously 
from 1978. LP slogans are no longer listed 
separately from 1990, though they are separated 
solely for the purpose of the above table. The LP 
numbers for 1992-94 are inflated by repeat uses, 
notably of Glasgow's "Royal Concert Hall". 

rNrsMoNO 
ISLE OF ANGLESEY -

Fig. 3-8 
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3.9 Coloured slogans 

The use of colours other than black is for three 
reasons : 

(a) from 5 Jan to 16 Sep 1990 there was a general 
use of red ink. This resulted from the use of 
black definitive stamps, part of the penny black 
150th anniversary commemorations. "Double head" 
definitive stamps were issued, and both the 20p 
and the current "1st" stamps were black. Red ink 
made the postmarks more legible, and we have 
denoted the use of red ink with an "R" suffix in 
our listings. 

(b) when sponsors have requested it, slogans have 
been used in green, red or blue, A major example 
of this was the countrywide use of green ink for 
the "Channel 4" slogan; inevitably green ink ended 
up being used for other slogans tool For blue ones 
see the front cover. 

(c) in error or when black ink has run out - this 
was the case for the Northern Ireland slogan shown 
on the front cover. 

Furthermore, various ink changes have taken place, 
largely indistinguishable to the naked eye, and 
trials have taken place at various times from 
1990, The main driving force for this is Royal 
Mail 1 s fear that ink will be removed from the 
stamps and the stamps re-used, and rumours that it 
had been done. In 1993 there were renewed fears 
that the ink from the newly issued self-adhesive 
stamps could be removed, and new inks were 
introduced in order to prevent this happening. 

These changes are not usually visible. In fact 
only at Gloucester and Swindon in 1990, when the 
rest of the country was still using red ink, was a 
new black ink being trialled, and it was thus very 
apparent! A bluish-black in le at Birmingham from 
September 1994 was also visibly different (not the 
blue ink used for the Mercury One to One slogan). 

3.10 Channel Islands and Isle of Man 

Guernsey and Jersey have operated their own postal 
administrations since 1969 and similarly the Isle 
of Man since 1973, Each set of slogans has its own 
characteristics. Guernsey has used a few slogans 
on local mail in order to reach that specific 
"audience", with general "Collect Guernsey Stamps" 
designs on external mail. Jersey has acted 
similarly but with a greater number of local 
campaigns. The Isle of Man Post Office has, after 
a period of little change, introduced a fresh set 
of slogans, some of them used on local mail such 
as "Griddles restaurant", see figure 3-9. 

We thank all three postal administrations who have 
been helpful in advising us of forthcoming slogans 
though it would be most helpful if Guernsey were 
to adopt the routine system of Press Notices and 
Bulletins utilised by Jersey and the Isle of Man, 

3.11 Quality of slogan designs 

We have remarked before on the mixed quality of 
slogan designs, The ideal slogan is a simple 
"punchy" message of a few words, preferably with a 
simple emblem or picture. To be avoided are elab­
orate pictures, too many words in small lettering, 
and white letters on a black background. Slogan 
designers do not seem to follow such simple 
guidelines. For example, many "event" slogan 
designers seem to feel they have to fit in fullest 
details, complete with dates and times of the 
event, losing impact in the process, 

Fig. 3-9 

We take the opportunity to make some comments on 
1990s designs : 
(a) the most effective designs, in our view, are 
those with few words eg "Cats 10 triumphant 
years", "No lock no bike", "Sassoon fifty years of 
hair" or "Tidy up Lancashire", and "Rix Fuels" 
which managed just two words (and a phone number)! 
Better still are those with some element of 
pictorial design eg "Cumbria will work for you" 
(b) white on black designs are unadvisable eg 
"Exeter APC Opening", but "Sheffield Shines" 
managed to use it in an effective manner 
(c) few designs are worthy of credit, but we liked 
the "Autumn Stampex" design showing Sherlock 
Holmes, see figure 3-10 
(d) we consider designs with many small words are 
just unsuitable for this medium eg "Leeds Inter­
national First World War Commemoration Weelt" 
( 1994) and "Army Catering Corps Old Comrades" at 
Aldershot in 1991, 

3.12 Design errors 

Every GB stamp collector, conscious of the 
infamous Wedgwood booklet in 1972, knows how to 
spell "Wedgwood", So, to be fair, does Royal 
Mail 1 s British Postmark Bulletin, where the "Royal 
Mail's Famous Trains" slogan was announced and 
portrayed correctly in September 1994, But the 120 
or so slogan dies, used countrywide, in the event 
included the spelling error "Wedgewood". Instruct­
ions to withdraw the slogan were issued after a 
week though most seemed to continue in use, 
followed by the inevitable late uses! 

One cannot help smiling at the "Safeway in 
Newport" slogan: the design was correct but it was 
used at the wrong Newport - Gwent instead of Salop 
(not that Newport Salop stamps mail anyway!) 

Another one to make the reader smile 
"Efficient Romford" slogan, Firstly its intro­
duction was not announced, then when it was 
announced, with an end date, the end date was 
over-run - and to cap it all the slogan contained 
a spelling error - see figure 3-11. 

is the 

11/ !AUTUMN-
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Fig. 3-10 

Speed & Efflcency at 

ROMFORD'S 
new Sorting Oflice 

Fig. 3-11 
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3.13 Filler slogans 

This is not a term we have used in previous 
volumes, but a good number of Royal Mail's own 
slogans in current use we refer to as "filler 
slogans" ie they are in use when no other slogans 
are in use or at larger offices in machines not 
carrying other slogans. This means they are not in 
constant use. "Please control your dog" and 
"Advertising? This space could reach millions" are 
examples of filler slogans, as are the "Post Code" 
slogans mentioned in 3.1, though many of these are 
at the smaller offices where no other slogans are 
used. 

3.14 Image of Royal Mail - slogan announcements 
and late uses 

It is with some misg1v1ngs that we find it 
necessary to comment on the state of Royal Mail, 
or at least the image that it carries from the 
point of view of the slogan collector. In a nut­
shell, a close look through our listings will 
reveal error after error on the part of Royal 
Mail. Either slogans are wrongly announced, or 
announced late or not announced at all, then used 
wrongly, on the wrong dates or even at the wrong 
office! Errors are feasible in all organisations, 
and a certain level of them have to be accepted. 
The most worrying features of the errors we refer 
to are (i) the situation has deteriorated markedly 
in the 1990s, and (ii) the impression is given 
that no action is being taken to rectify the 
situation, to the extent that we have it necessary 
to record this state of affairs for the first 
time. In an era when service standards are stated 
by most to be of paramount importance no action 
seems to be taken to rescue low standards. 

We are conscious that staff numbers have been cut, 
and frequently, when we contact Royal Mail around 
the country, however enthusiastic the current 
staff are, the feeling is given that the 
competence level has reduced, and as older, more 
experienced staff have moved on they have not been 
replaced, and no relevant training is given to the 
present incumbents. Our enquiries have been faced 
with ignorance on the topic, or with the news that 
no-one is any longer allocated to this work! There 
are exceptions of course, the Special Handstamp 
Centres being a different "ball game", but even 
these seem to fall so "hopelessly behind" it is a 
wonder that slogans ever get processed or 
introduced at all. About the future we can only 
hope that the enthusiasm of individuals around the 
country has the necessary effect. 

3.15 Quality of slogan impressions 

Royal Mail has admitted that the general level of 
slogan quality has deteriorated in recent years, 
and the CFCs now in use are hardly known for their 
high quality of postmark impression. One feature 
which only seems to have appeared frequently in 
recent years is the "part readable date". If the 
month or year is part legible then a fair guess 
can deduce what the rest of it should be. Not so 
the day, and often only one digit is visible, thus 
26 JNE can appear as 2 JNE or 6 JNE and so on. 
Care must be taken when recording details for 
future slogan lists! 

3.16 Collectors' experiences of Royal Mail -
reposting facility 

Following our remarks about the image that Royal 
Mail present (see 3.14), we must report, sadly, 
that matters are even worse concerning the slogan 
reposting facility. We reported on this topic at 
length in the "Eighties" book but the service has 
since "crumbled" to an even greater extent. The 
reasons are not easy to analyse from the outside 
but are clearly the result of a combination of 
circumstances: these revolve round constant re­
organisation and movement or loss of key staff who 
operated the system with pride and with expertise. 
As the smaller number of staff have struggled to 
cope with must seem more pressing problems the 
task of dealing with collectors' requests has 
often fallen my the wayside. This is quite remark­
able given that it is an advertised Royal Mail 
service, yet a service with more unreliability it 
would be difficult to imagine. In the age of 
service provision and claims by Royal Mail of the 
high standard of service offered, although this 
service is only used by a few hundred people at 
most it is surprising that no attention is paid to 
the level of service, or even any attempt made to 
measure the quality of service. Regrettably the 
small number of slogan customers is used as an 
excuse for inaction. Items are often lost, badly 
stamped and/or delayed, and collectors have 
reported 30% failure rates. Then, when collectors 
have attempted to obtain replacements, the 
requests are often lost or wrongly dealt with. We 
can only feel depressed about this element of our 
hobby, even though we are thankful to the many 
enthusiastic Royal Mail staff around the country 
who do their best to help. Even from Glasgow, 
clearly the best in the country regarding quality, 
the collector can often wait up to 6-8 weeks for 
his slogans to arrive, and these are backdated 
items so arguably not authentic postmarks at all. 

Worst of all, the reposting facility for national 
slogans was without notice withdrawn in July 1994, 
and only seven offices have offered the service 
for countrywide slogans from that point onwards, 
though we have later been told collectors can 
continue to submit items to the other offices "on 
an unofficial basis". Ideally we would recommend 
to collectors that they revert to collecting "from 
the waste paper basket", but not everyone has a 
supply of such material, and the reposting 
facility offers the only feasible route via which 
such collectors can continue their hobby. 

3.17 Interpretation of reposting facility as a 
philatelic service 

Regrettably Royal Mail in the 1980s seems to have 
picked up the idea that slogans are related to the 
special handstamp postmarks. Nothing could be more 
wrong: their sole relationship is that they are 
announced in the same journal. 

For handstamps, covers can be submitted up to and 
including the date of the postmark, and these can 
even arrive at the office concerned after the date 
of the postmark. They can be stampea-ar-any time, 
since the date is fixed and no-one will ever know 
if the item is stamped after the date. Also, they 
now only have to be handled by a small number of 
locations, since concentrated on to Special 
Handstamp centres. Slogans are quite different. 
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They are operational items, must be correctly 
applied by machine on the date of the postmark 
(since backdating is quite rightly not permitted), 
so items for stamping must be submitted in advance 
and dealt with on the day. This point has not been 
put across successfully to the staff involved, and 
to achieve this appears to be beyond the ability 
of under-staffed units countrywide. 

The inevitable result is that over-worked staff 
try to satisfy collectors' requests after the 
correct date, and one way they try and do this is 
to "roll on by band" the slogan and the town die, 
examples of which we showed in our "Eighties" 
book, where we described these items at length. 
Alternatively the slogan, correctly fitted to a 
stamp cancelling machine, is backdated, sometimes 
to the wrong date or with a different town die 
from the "authentic" item, or in some cases with 
the slogan transposed instead of standard - but a 
good quality impression can result just the same! 
We have been unable to convince Royal Mail of the 
error of their ways and now the experienced staff 
have been dissipated there is little hope for 
progress or for reverting to the "status quo". It 
hurts to record this development but it has to be 
said since the results will exist in collections 
for years to come and we would want future 
collectors to understand the unfortunate back­
ground to this era. 

At figure 3-12 we show an unfortunate example of a 
"rolled on by band" item. The slogan at Nottingham 
was used transposed, ie slogan on the left, but 
here the town die (complete with the 7 skid bars 
which should appear at the extreme right) has been 
"rolled on" at the left. How do we persuade Royal 
Mail to discontinue producing such items? 

Fig. 3-12 

3.18 "Applied by hand" facility 

The poor quality of slogan impressions was behind 
the introduction of the handstamp slogan, or 
"applied by hand" facility. This is a legitimate 
new service, and is not to be confused with the 
slogans that are "rolled on by band" as described 
in section 3.17. Under this new facility, 
introduced in 1993, a self-inking handstamp, like 
a special event handstamp, is made up comprising 
both slogan and town die, with a fixed date, for 
one office per national slogan - see figure 3-13. 
The service offered to collectors is similar to 
that for special event hand stamps (and similarly 
items submitted must bear first class postage), 
and quite unlike the slogan reposting facility. 
Also, it must be said, the service works. Although 
it solved none of the existing problems, and it is 
purely an additional facility, the service does 
provide what it set out to provide, a quality 
specimen of each of the slogans covered. 

Fig. 3-13 

3.19 Ink jet machine 

The exciting development of a new machine is also 
a step towards trying to provide postmarks of 
quality. In 1993 the prototype machine, developed 
at the Post Office's Swindon Research and 
Devlopment Centre, was used on live mail for the 
first time. At figure 3-14 we show a test or 
complimentary item, but at figure 3-15 a specimen 
of the first live usage at Gloucester. These ink 
jet items are listed in chapter 12. 

Fig. 3-14 

Fig. 3-15 

3.20 VAG slogan 

One slogan was so unusual that we describe it here 
rather than in the slogan lists. What appears to 
have happened is that VAG (Volkswagen Audi) had a 
slogan die manufactured for their 40th anniversary 
and this was used on a "mail shot" in red at 
Southend-on-Sea in March 1993 (see figure 3-16) 
but with no year. Later the same slogan was also 
used, again in red, with a diamond: clearly we 
cannot be certain of the date or town of posting, 
but can only assume that this too was at Southend­
on-Sea. The VAG UK Read Office is at Milton 
Keynes, and we are grateful to Post Roo111 staff 
there who have helped us fill in the details of 
this slogan. We are told that such mail shots are 
carried out by using Mailing Houses which is why 
the location of such postings is Soutbend-on-Sea 
and not Milton Keynes. In these days of commercial 
advertising, we cannot help concluding VAG would 
have been better advised to have used the slogan 
on, say, ALL the mail of Milton Keynes. 

3.21 First Day Covers 

Stamp cancelling machines are designed to cancel a 
stamp affixed at the top right hand corner of a 
letter. ·Thus a First Day Cover, bearing a set of 
four or five stamps, is inherently unsuitable for 
machine stamping, and we have sympathy with Royal 
Mail who have instead developed a series of "First 
Day of Issue" handstamps (or handstamp style 
postmarks applied by special machines) for this 
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Fig. 3-16 

purpose. The First Day Cover collector and dealer 
is not to be outdone, however, and FDCs are 
submitted for slogan postmarks to be applied, 
either obviously relevant (eg "Pawprints" slogan 
for the 1991 "Dogs" issue) or sometimes bearing 
only a tenuous link with the stamp issue. On such 
covers the slogan is applied to the top edge of 
two or three stamps arranged in a row, and a 
handstamp applied to the lower stamps. At one 
stage Royal Mai 1 had a rule preventing more than 
one different postmark per cover, but slogan FDCs, 
as described above, still seem to have been 
produced. Readers are referred to the First Day 
Cover catalogues for details. 

3.22 APCs 

Shown below is a list of the offices generally 
using national slogans in 1991-94. The term "LDO" 
(see "Eighties" book) seems to have dropped out of 
use, so this list comprises the 70 major offices 
(most are APCs) where these slogans are used. 
There are slight differences with the list in the 
''Eighties'' book, and the ''alternate'' offices 
generally seem no longer to apply. Only at Romford 
are the dies used indiscriminately at both Romford 
and Southend-on-Sea, similarly Colchester dies are 
used at Chelmsford and/or Colchester : 

London Mount Pleasant ("London IS MLO" town dies) 
London El ("London El-E\8" town dies) 
London EC (used only on "London" mail) 
London N1 
London NW1 (various "NWMLO" town die layouts) 
London SE1 
London SW (see 3.1) 
London W1 (ended April 1994) 
London WC (ended Aug 1993) 
Paddington (later "West London" town dies) 

Aberdeen 
Belfast 
Birmingham 
Bolton ("Bury Bolton Wigan" town dies) 
Bournemouth ("Bournemouth-Poole" town dies, later 

"Dorset & SW Hants" town dies) 
Bradford 
Brighton ("Sussex Coast" town dies) 
Bristol 
Cambridge 
Canterbury 
Cardiff (later "Cardiff Newport" town dies) 
Carlisle (later "Cumbria Dumfries & Galloway") 
Chelmsford/Colchester (see notes above) 
Chester (various "Chester & Clwyd 1" layouts) 
Coventry ("Coventry and Warwickshire" town tiies, 

later also Stratford-upon-Avon, see 3.1) 
Crewe ( 11 Cheshire" town dies) 
Croydon (and "Croydon/Sutton") 
Darling ton 
Dart ford 
Derby 
Doncaster 
Edinburgh ("Edinl,urgh Lothian Fife Borders" dies) 

Exeter (''Exeter District'' town dies) 
Gatwick MLO (Redhill's MLO at Crawley) 
Glasgow 
Gloucester ("Gloucestershire" town dies) 
Guildford 
Harrow 
Hemel Hempstead 
Hull 
Inverness 
Ipswich 
Kingston-upon-Thames 
Leeds 
Leicester (later "Leicestershire" town dies) 
Liverpool 
Maidstone ("Medway & Maidstone" town dies) 
Manchester 
Hi lton Keynes 
Newcastle upon Tyne 
Northampton ("Northamptonshire" town dies) 
Nottingham 
Oxford 
Perth ("Perth Dundee Angus" town dies) 
Peterborough 
Plymouth ("Plymouth W Devon & Cornwall" town dies) 
Portsmouth ("Portsmouth & IOW" town dies) 
Preston ("Lancashire" town dies, later 

11Lancashire & South Lakes") 
Reading 
Romford/Southend-on-Sea (see notes above) 
Sheffield 
Shrewsbury ("Shropshire & Mid '!ales" town dies) 
Slough (later "Slough/Windsor SL0-9" town dies) 
Southampton 
Stoke-on-Trent 
Swansea (later "Swansea & SW Hales" town rlies) 
Swindon 
Ton bridge 
Twickenham 
Watford 
Wolverhampton 
York 

This list is intended as a guide for collectors of 
national slogans, even though the list for each 
slogan does differ. The announcements in the 
British Postmark Bulletin are not totally reliable 
in th~t for almost every national slogan at least 
one office seems to start using the slogan late 
or, in some cases, seem to forget to use it at 
all! 

We have compiled lists of offices using each 
slogan but these are too bulky to include in this 
book - a later work perhaps! 

3.23 Post Office Organisation 

The term "Royal Mail" came into its own in 1990 or 
thereabouts as the letters arm of the Post Office 
following the 1986 reorganisation that separated 
''Royal Mail'', ''Post Office Counters'' and ''Parcel 
Force" into separate companies. Thus we now mostly 
refer to "Royal Mail" instead of the Post Office 
throughout this book. 



In this chapter we list all 1990s uses 
of the "Post Code" slogans illustrated 
below; these are primarily types 627 
and 941, with other designs shown later 
in the chapter. The listings continue 
from the previous books, hence, for 
example, Preston no.966, starts at (c), 

4 

··Post Code·· Slogans 
but in all cases the complete initial "date lines" are shown. Also there are some 
amendments to previous entries. By "to date" we mean the slogan is still in use, as far as 
we know, in March 1995. Although there was a general use of red ink in 1990 we have not 
mentioned this in each relevant entry - see note below for more details. 

In entries below (***) denotes a section included 
in the "Eighties" book but not relevant to the 
"Nineties". 

Note concerning use of red ink 
There was a general change to red ink for the 
period 5 Jan to 16 Sep 1990 (see chapter 3), but 
there were exceptions to this. Several offices 
were slow to change to red in Jan 1990, similarly 
several were late in the change back to black in 
Sep 1990 eg Windsor. At Brixton SW2 the slogan 
continued in black throughout. 

Design variations - type 941 
The first illustration shows the use at Edgware of 
what we will term the "normal design" of type 941 
(see no.1385). 

REMEMBER 
to use the 
POST cooer= 
Type 941 

REMEMBER 
to use the 
POST CODE!= 

Type 941 (revised design) 

With a large number of dies used over an extended 
number of years, variations have occurred in the 
designs. The "Romford variation" was shown in our 
Seventies volume, page 116 and, while this 
variation has continued in use at Romford, dies of 
this design have also appeared in other areas eg 
Cambridge and Salisbury, see illustration. 

A further variation with thicker lettering was 
first used at Belfast (several dies) in 1992 (no. 
2223). The same design was used at Bolton (with 
"Bury Bolton Wigan" town dies") when several dies 
were introduced in Sep 1993, see illustration. 

REMEMBER 
to use the 
POST CODE!= 

Type 941 (second revised design) 

~EMEMBER 
~TO USE THE 

POSTCODE 

Type 627 

SOUTHAMPTON (see also no.2210/t) 627 
959 19 Feb 1968 to Feb 1994 (standard) 
959t Dec 1968 to March 1972 (transposed) 

(e) Used standard again at Southampton in 
March 1992, and Jan to Feb 1994, 
possibly later months also 

The above entry is a continuation from "Slogan 
Postmarks of the Seventies" since there was no 
usage of no.959/t in the 1980s 

PRESTON (see also no.l676/t) !!! 
~19 Feb 1968 to Feb 1994 (standard) 
966t 4 March 1970 only, 

then June 1994 to date (transposed) 
(c) Used standard again at Preston with 

"Lancashire" town dies from Dec 1977 to 
Nov 1979, and intermittently from May 
1981 to Nov 1983, and Feb to Aug 1985, 
then Dec 1987 to May 1988, and Aug 1989 
to Feb 1993 

(d) Used again standard at Preston with 
"Lancashire South Lakes" town die, Feb 
1994 only seen 

(e) Used again transposed at Preston with 
"Lancashire South Lakes" town die June 
1994 to date 

CHESTER (see also no.1983/t) !!! 
~5 Aug 1968 to June 1973 (transposed) 
1111 25 March 1970 to date (standard) 

(f) Used again standard at Chester with 
"Chester & Clwyd/-1-" town die from Sep 
1992 to date 

HARROW 2!! 
~ 22 Sep 1969 to date (standard) 
1385t June 1970 to Sep 1976 (transposed) 

(h) Used standard at Harrow from early 1980 
to April 1990 (probably two dies), 
almost continuously 

( i) Used again standard at Edgware from 
July 1983 (used on missorts only from 
about 1986) to date 

( j) Used again standard at Harrow, seen 
March 1994, and Dec 1994 to date 

(17) 
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BOURNEMOUTH 941 
1392 10 Oct 1969 to date (standard) 
1392t 2 Sep 1974 to March 1976 (transposed) 

(d) Used again standard (probably two dies) 
at Bournemouth with "Bournemouth-Poole" 
town dies from June 1989 to July 1994, 
then see (g) 

(e) Also used standard at Bournemouth with 
"Bournemouth District" town dies inter­
mittently on Sundays from 1990 to 1994 

(f) Used standard at Bournemouth with 
"Royal Mail Bournemouth" town dies on 
Monday-Saturday from 8 to 20 July 1991, 
then reverted to "Bournemouth-Poole" 
again 

(g) Continued standard at Bournemouth but 
town dies changed to "Dorset and SW 
Rants" from July 1994 and used to date 

PLYMOUTH 941 
1404t 17 Nov 1969 to Dec 1981 (transposed) 
1404 April 1976 to date (standard) 

(i) Used again standard at Bodmin from Dec 
1982 to Dec 1985, and again from Dec 
1988 ("Cornwall" town dies on Sundays 
from 1990) to Sep 1992 when normal 
stamping ceased at Bodmin 

(j) *** 
(k) Used again standard at Plymouth 

("Plymouth Cornwall & W Devon" town 
die) from Feb 1994 to date 

CARLISLE 
1432 12 Jan 1970 to date (standard) 
1432t Nov 1972 to March 1992 (transposed) 

(k) Used standard with newly installed 
machine at Kirkby Stephen from about 
Aug 1983 to date 

(1) Used again standard at Cockermouth from 
Jan 1989 until stamping ceased in 1991 

(m) Used again standard at Reswick from 
June 1989 to Feb 1992, then again mid-
1993 to date 

(n) Used again standard at Carlisle in 
"Christmas extra" machine Dec 1991 only 

(o) Used again transposed at llhitehaven Feb 
and March 1992, possibly other months 
also 

(p) Used again standard at Carlisle May to 
July 1992 

(q) Used again standard at Carlisle with 
"Cumbria Dumfries & Galloway" town die 
from May 1993 to date 

PETERBOROUGH 941 
1436 19 Jan 1970 to date (standard) 
1436t 19 Jan 1970 to March 1979 (transposed) 

(1) Used again standard at Peterborough 
from May 1989 to Feb 1990, and again 
from June 1992 to March 1993 

(m) Used again standard at Peterborough 
from June 1994 to date 

CLEVELAND (previously "TEESSIDE") ill 
1444 1 Feb 1970 to date (standard) 
1444t 2 Feb 1970 to early 1977 (transposed) 

(g) Ended 3 Nov 1979, but used again 
standard at Middlesbrough ("Cleveland" 
town dies) from Nov 1984 to June 1985, 
and again from May 1988 to Jan 1989 

(h) Used again standard at Middlesbrough 
("Cleveland" town dies) from Dec 1989 
to date, one die after LP.2221 and one 
die after "A Happy Christmas" slogan 
(probably two dies) 

WORCESTER 941 
1462t 9 March 1970 to April 1976 (transposed)---
1462 23 Dec 1975 to date (standard) 

(f) Used again standard at Evesham from Dec 
1982 but used with "Worcester District 
H" town die from May 1983 to date 
(local mail only) 

(g) Used again standard at Malvern from May 
1983 but used with "Worcester District 
M" town die from later in May 1983 to 
Nov 1990 (local mail only except at 
Christmas 1989) and again from Dec 1991 
to Jan 1992, possibly later (local mail 
only) 

(h) Used again standard at Worcester 
("Worcester District" town dies) from 
Dec 1987, but town dies changed to 
"Hereford & Worcestershire" Jan 1993 
and used to date 

WALSALL 
~16 March 
1467 Oct 1972 

941 
1970 to April 1976 (transposedr-­
to Feb 1992 (standard) 

IPSWICH 

(e) Used 
1988 
1991 

again standard at Walsall from Aug 
to Dec 1990, then again from Dec 
to Feb 1992 

~17 March 1970 to date (transposed) 
1470 Jan 1975 to date (standard) 

LONDON 
1478 
1478t 

(e) Ended 3 Nov 1979 at all offices but Dec 
1979 at Diss, and continued in use 
standard to about Aug 1989 at Ipswich 
and to Dec 1992 at Stowmarket (but not 
continuously); used in red ink at 
Stowmarket in 1983 on "paid" mail 

(f) Used standard again at Felixstowe at 
least by Dec 1981, and although seldom 
seen since only used on local mail, the 
slogan was in use in 1989 and used to 
date, and it may have been in 
continuous use since 1981 

(g) *** 
(h) Used again standard at Bury St Edmunds 

April 1984 (possibly other months also) 
and from June 1990 to Nov 1991 

(i) Used again standard at Ipswich from Oct 
1991 to May 1993, but transposed Nov 
1991 only with no skid lines at right 
(see chapter 3, section 3.3), then 
transposed again intermittently from 
Nov 1992 but with orthodox skid lines, 
then see (j) below 

(j) Continued in use intermittently at 
Ipswich, and by 1994 used both standard 
and transposed, and continued to date 

E 941 
31 March 1970 to Jan 1993 (standard) 
31 March 1970 to Dec 1985 (transposed) 
(e) El8 transposed March 1984 to Dec 1985 
(f) Used again standard at El2 from Jan 

1991 (possibly Dec 1990) to Jan 1993, 
at El5 from April 1991 to Jan 1993 and 
at E10 Dec 1991 only 

LEICESTER 941 
1512t 27 April 1970 to April 1976 (transposedr--
1512 17 Aug 1970 to Dec 1994 (standard) 

(k) Ended 3 Nov 1979 at all offices except 
Melton Mowbray where it continued 
standard to Feb 1992 

(1) *** 
(m) Used again standard at Melton Mowbray 

on normal mail Dec 1994 in "Christmas 
extra" machine 



1513-1650 "Post Code" Slogans 19 

BRADFORD 941 
1513t 27 April to Dec 1970 (transposed) 
1513 25 Nov 1970 to date (standard) 

(d) Used again standard from Dec 1990 to 
Sep 1991 at Bingley; see E.259 for 
concurrent use of type 627 at Skipton 

(e) Also used again standard at lteigbley 
from Dec 1990 to date 

We have adhered to our policy of re-using the 
reference number of the original campai811, even 
though in this case the slogan was re-used after a 
gap (ie the gap between c and d) of over 20 years; 
for the same reason this is a continuation entry 
from "Slogan Postmarks of the Seventies" as no. 
1513/t does not appear in the "Eighties" book 

LUTON 
'i"ffi't 
1526 

941 
11 May 1970 to Dec 1984 (transposed) 
Dec 1972 to date (standard) 
(f) Used again standard at Luton inter­

mittently from Dec 1985 to March 1993, 
also at Dunstable ("Luton" town die) to 
date (only on local mail/missorts 
except Dec 1990, 1991 and 1994) 

LONDON N 941 
1577 22 June 1970 to date (standard) 
1577t 22 June 1970 to about Jan 1978 (transposed) 

(g) Ended 2 Feb 1980 (replaced by "Be 
properly addressed") except at London 
N1 which continued standard to date 

BIRMINGHAM 
1578 22 June 1970 to date (standard) 

2!! 
1578t 22 June 1970 to Aug 1994 (transposed) 

(1) Used again standard at Birmingham 
(about 3 dies) from May 1985 to date, 
see also (o) and (q) below 

(m) Used again standard at Halesowen Oct to 
Nov 1985, and again from Jan to Dec 
1988, and at Tamworth from Feb 1988 to 
Dec 1991 

(n) Used again standard at Halesowen from 
Dec 1990 to Dec 1991 

(o) Used again transposed (as well as stan­
dard) at Birmingham May to Aug 1994 -
see (1) above 

(p) Used again standard at Redditch from 
June 1994 to date 

(q) Used at Birmingham - see (1) above -
in blue/black mixture in Nov 1994 as a 
result of the "Mercury" slogan, see 
no.4741t, which was used in blue 

SHREWSBURY !!! 
1580 22 June 1970 to date (standard) 
1580t 22 June 1970 to Nov 1976 (transposed) 

(lt) Used again standard at Wbitchurch by 
1989 ("Wbitchurcb Shropshire" town die, 
previously "Salop"), possibly from 1987 
or 1988, and used to date 

(1) Used again standard at Shrewsbury 
("Shropshire & Mid Wales" town die) Dec 
1989 to July 1990 

(m) Used again standard at Macbynlleth from 
Jan 1992 to date 

SUNDERLAND 2!! 
1597 13 July 1970 to date (standard) 
1597t 13 July 1970 to about Sep 1976 (transposed) 

(d) Ended at Sunderland Feb 1980, but used 
again standard from Oct 1982 (earlier 
date than shown previously) to about 
Oct 1984 

(e) Used again standard at Sunderland from 
Nov 1993 to date 

SLOUGH 2!! 
~ 13 July 1970 to date (standard) 
1598t 13 July 1970 to ?1991 (transposed) 

(e) Probably ended Dec 1979 at Slough but 
used again standard from mid-1980 and 
continued to 1991, then see (i) below 

(f) Continued transposed at Gerrards Cross 
but changed to standard at least by Aug 
1991 and continued to date 

(g) Used again standard at Windsor from Dec 
Dec 1981 to date; this office was late 
in changing from red to black in 1990 
(correct date of change 17 Sep), earli­
est seen 31 Oct 1990, then see (b) 

(h) At Windsor only restricted collections 
were stamped from July 1991, but slogan 
continued in use to date 

(i) Continued in use at Slough (see (e) 
above) where town dies changed to 
"Slough/Windsor SL0-9" from 29 July 
1991 and slogan continued to date (std) 

(j) Used standard at Marlow (GB die), seen 
Dec 1994 but possibly some time earlier 
than this, and used to date 

LONDON EC 2!! 
1605t 20 July 1970 to Nov 1976 (transposed) 
1605 24 Feb 1972 to Jan 1995 (standard) 

(f) Ended 2 Feb 1980 at London EC, but used 
again standard from Oct 1981 to Nov 
1983 

(g) Used again standard from March 1985 to 
Jan 1995 (not continuously), and used 
in blue in Dec 1994 only; stamping of 
mail ceased at London EC in Jan 1995 

SWANSEA 2!! 
~20 July 1970 to Dec 1984 (transposed) 
1607 21 June 1971 to date (standard) 

(m) Used again standard at Carmarthen from 
Nov 1987 to Dec 1989 

(n) Used again standard at Haverfordwest 
from Dec 1988 to date (but only used on 
locals/missorts from Oct 1994 thus 
seldom seen) 

(o) Used again standard at Swansea with 
"Swansea & SW Wales" town die Dec 1994 
to date 

LEEDS 941 
T62ft 3 Aug 1970 to April 1976 (transposed) 
1621 April 1976 to date (standard) 

(f) Used again standard at Leeds Nov 1994 
to date 

STOKE-ON-TRENT 941 
1649 about 14 Sep 1970 to date (standard) 
1649t about 14 Sep 1970 to Apr 1976 (transposed) 

(g) Later (ie after 1982) reintroduced at 
Burslem and used standard to date 

(b) Slogan continued standard at ltidsgrove 
to 1988 and at Leek to date 

LONDON NW 941 
1650 14 Sep 1970 to May 1993 (standard) 
1650t 14 Sep 1970 to April 1976 (transposed) 

(e) Used again standard at London NWl June 
1981 to Dec 1985, and (with "London 
NWMLO" town die) intermittently from 
Sep 1988 to May 1993 
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LONDON W2-14 941 
1651 14 Sep 1970 to Dec 1994 (standard) 
1651t 14 Sep 1970 to April 1976 (transposed) 

(e) Used again standard at "Paddington MLO" 
intermittently from Jan 1986 to 1994, 
then see (f) 

(f) Continued in use at Paddington where 
town dies changed to "West London" from 
March 1994, and slogan continued to Dec 
1994, standard 

TORQUAY 2i! 
1656t 28 Sep 1970 to April 1976 (transposed) 
1656 Aug 1973 to date (standard) 

(g) Used again standard at Torquay ("South 
Devon" town die) from 28 Feb 1994 
(following the "Colin Richardson" 
slogan, see no.4666) to date 

NEWPORT GWENT (see also no,2098/t) 2i! 
1668t 12 Oct 1970 to Nov 1979 (transposed) 
1668 about 15 Oct 1970 to date (standard) 

(k) Used again standard at Newport ("Gwent" 
town dies) for part of 1981, then Jan 
1983 to Jan 1993 (two dies) 

(1) Continued in use standard at Usk, later 
missorts only, to about 1982, and also 
at Cross ~eys, later on missorts only, 
to early 1994, then see (m) below 

(m) Cross Keys office replaced by Abercarn 
where slogan continued early 1994 to 
date, on missorts only 

(n) Continued in use standard at Monmouth 
(later used on locals/missorts only) to 
date 

(o) Used again standard at Newport ("Gwent" 
town die) Dec 1993 and Dec 1994 only 
(one die) 

OXFORD 2i! 
~ 12 Oct 1970 to Dec 1976 (transposed) 
1669 27 Nov 1972 to date (standard) 

(h) Used again standard at Abingdon from 
Dec 1980 to Dec 1985, and at Banbury 
for at least Jan to Sep 1982, then from 
Dec 1986 (two dies), then see (i) below 

(i) Continued in use standard at Banbury, 
but from 1993 one die only, and used on 
missorts only, to date 

(j) Used again standard at Oxford Sep 1994 
to date 

PRESTON (see also no.966/t) 2i! 
1676t 26 Oct 1970 to date (transposed) 
1676 June 1975 to date (standard) 

(i) Used again standard at Preston from 
April 1980 (probably about four dies), 
seen with variety of "Lancashire" town 
dies numbered 20-45, to June 1993 then 
see (m); but some of these continued, 
even after general change to 
"Lancashire South Lakes" die in June 
1993, up to July 1994 (when last of the 
"Lancashire" dies at Preston replaced) 

(j) Also used standard at Preston North DO 
("Lancashire 51" town die), though 
start date of this die not known (used 
at least from 1981), but "Lancashire 
51" later used at Preston Delivery 
Office (where "Lancashire South Lakes 
9" was used at least for a while in May 
1993 then "Lancashire 51" again) and 
continued to date 

(k) Continued in use standard at Southport 
("Lancashire 32" town die) to date (not 
continuously) 

(1) Also used transposed at Preston 
("Lancashire" town dies) Feb to June 
1993 

(m) Continued standard at Preston with new 
"Lancashire South Lakes" town dies from 
June 1993, and used to date, and also 
used transposed from March 1994 to date 

(n) Used standard at newly installed 
machine at Longridge (town die reads 
"Lanes") thought to have been installed 
in late 1993 and used to date 

BRIGHTON 941 
1709 about 11 Dec 1970 to Nov 1992 (standardr--
1709t about 11 Dec 1970 to date (transposed) 

(i) Ended 3 Nov 1979 except at Lewes (which 
used "Sussex Coast L" town die Dec 1979 
to at least May 1981) where slogan 
continued standard to at least 1984 

(j) ** 
(k) ** 
(1) Used again but standard at Newhaven 

July to Aug 1990 (possibly other months 
also) 

(m) Used again transposed in two "Christmas 
extra" machines at Brighton Dec 1990 
only with "Sussex Coast" and "MLO/ 
-Sussex Coast-" town dies 

(n) Used again standard at Brighton 
("Sussex Coast" town die) from April 
1991 to Nov 1992 

(o) Used again transposed at Lewes from Jan 
1995 to date 

STEVENAGE 941 
1722 11 Jan 1971 to date (standard) 
1722t 11 Jan 1971 to Sep 1977 (transposed) 

(k) Used again standard at Stevenage from 
Jan 1987 to Dec 1990, and at Hitchin 
Aug 1989, seen also Sep to Nov 1990 
(used intermittently alternating with 
other postcode slogans) 

(1) Used again standard at Ware from Oct to 
Nov 1990, possibly later 

(m) Used again standard at Letchworth from 
Jan 1992 to date 

NOTTINGHAM 941 
1744 about 8 April 1971 to Jan 1994 (standar~ 
1744t 1 July 1971 to April 1976 (transposed) 

(j) Used again standard at Mansfield from 
Dec 1990 to Jan 1994 

LONDON SE 941 
1753t 19 April 1971 to 2 Feb 1980 (transposedr--
1753 about Sep 1971 to date (standard) 

(f) Used again standard at SE10 from Jan 
1985 to Jan 1993, but continued to date 
with "London 20" missort die 

(g) Used again standard at SE5 from May 
1987 to Dec 1992 and again in Dec 1993 
and Dec 1994 

(h) Used again standard at SE6 and SE7 (two 
dies each) from April 1991 to May 1991 
at SE6 and to July 1993 at SE7 

For use of type 485 at SE16 see E.221/R in 
"Eighties" book and chapter 6 in this book 
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LONDON SW 941 
1754t 19 April 1971 to Dec 1977 (transposed) 
1754 19 April 1971 to date (standard) 

REDHILL 

(f) Generally ended 2 Feb 1980, but used 
later in Feb 1980 at SW3 and 8, and 
continued to Sep 1983 at SWl, to 1984 
at SW11, to Nov 1985 at SW19, to April 
1990 at SW15, to June 1990 at SW14, and 
to Jan 1991 at SWlO 

(g) Used again standard at SW6 from Nov 
1981 to July 1992, SW7 Jan 1983 only, 
SW2 Jan 1983 to July 1993 (remained in 
BLACK in 1990, not used in red), SW18 
Oct 1984 to 1986 

(h) *** 
(i) Used again standard at SW19 from Jan 

1991 to July 1993 
(j) Used again standard at SW12 from Dec 

1991 to May 1993, but continued to date 
with "London 36" missort die 

~17 May 1971 to date (standard) 
1777t 18 May 1971 to June 1985 (transposed) 

DERBY 
1824t 
1824 

( 1) Seen used standard at Storrington in 
1988 (seldom ·seen since used on local 
mail only) and may have been used 
continuously from 1980 - then used to 
date 

(m) Used again standard at Horsham from 
March 1990 (possibly earlier) and used 
(on missorts only) to date 

(see also no,3147) 941 
29 June 1971 to late 1976 (transposed) 
about 2 July 1971 to date (standard) 
(g) Used again standard at Derby from Sep 

1985 to date 
(h) Also used with "Royal Mail Midlands" 

town dies at Derby on Sundays only from 
24 Oct 1993 to date (see section 3.2 in 
chapter 3) 

DARTFORD 941 
1837t 12 July exceptionally (philatelic mail)-,-­

then 17 July 1971 to Jan 1981 (transposed) 
1837 July 1973 to date (standard) 

(h) Used again standard at Bexleyheath 
( "Dartford H" town die) from Sep 1980 
to date 

(i) Used again standard at Dartford (up to 
4 dies) Dec 1980 to May 1989 then (one 
die probably) April 1991 to Jan 1992 

( j) Used again standard at Gravesend 
("Dart ford J" town die) March 1982 to 
Jan 1983 

(k) Used again standard at Sidcup 
("Dartford K" town die) from Sep 1984 
to date 

(1) Used again standard at Erith ("Dartford 
I" town die) March 1988 and possibly 
later 

(m) Used again standard at Dartford from 
Sep 1993 to date 

KINGSTON-UPON-THAMES 941 
1843t 21 July 1971 to June 1976 (transposed) 
1843 June 1976 to date (standard) 

(e) Ended at Epsom early Jan 1980, 
and 2 Feb 1980 at all others except 
Surbiton ("Kingston-upon-Thames" town 
die) where at least one die continued 
standard, then see (h) below, and 
Leatherhead which ended March 1980 

(f) *** 
(g) *** 
(h) Continued in use standard at Surbiton 

("Kingston-upon-Thames" town die) to 
date 

(i) Used again standard at Epsom ("Kingston 
upon Thames 6" or "7" town die) from 
May 1990 to July 1991 

LONDON Wl 
1859 3 Aug 1971 to Feb 1994 (standard) 
1859t July 1976 only (transposed) 

(c) Used again standard from March 1989 to 
Feb 1994, probably up to three dies; 
stamping of mail ceased at London Wl in 
April 1994 

COLCHESTER .2!!, 
1888t 13 Sep 1971 to Nov 1976 (transposed) 
1888 Oct 1974 to Sep 1991 (standard) 

(f) Used again standard at Sudbury from 
April to Sep 1991 

DONCASTER 941 
l89lt 20 Sep 1971 to Oct 1976 (transposed) 
1891 April 1976 to date (standard) 

DUNDEE 

(g) At least one die continued standard at 
Doncaster to Nov 1985 

(h) Used again standard at Doncaster from 
Aug 1988 to date 

~ 18 Oct 1971 to date (standard) 
l905t 18 Oct 1971 to Sep 1976 (transposed) 

GLASGOW 

(d) Used again standard at Dundee (one die 
but seldom seen since used on missorts 
only) from Dec 1989 (possibly earlier) 
to date 

~18 Oct 1971 to Feb 1993 (standard) 
1906t 18 Oct 1971 to July 1994 (transposed) 

(f) amendment - continued in use standard 
at Helensburgh probably to 1982, then 
Dec only each year to 1986 

(g) Used again standard at Glasgow Jan 1988 
to Nov 1989 (probably one die), then 
again Jan 1991 to Feb 1993 

(h) Used again transposed at Glasgow July 
1993 only, and again April to July 1994 

KILMARNOCK 
1917t 1 Nov 1971 to Dec 1993 (transposed) 
1917 March 1976 to date (standard) 

(i) Continued in use (standard) at Brodick, 
but town die changed to Kilmarnock town 
die from Oct 1983 to July 1988 for 
outward mail on Saturdays only, then 
used with Brodick town die only and 
continued to date on local mail 

(j) Used again standard at Kilmarnock from 
Jan to Oct 1993, then again but 
transposed Dec 1993 only 

(k) Used again standard at Kilmarnock from 
July 1994 to date on cessation of 
stamping of outward mail (and the end 
of nos 4639t-40t), thus used on local 
and missorted mail only 

To follow completely the paragraph "letters" 
shown above eg (d), (e) and (f), please refer to 
entries in "Slogan Postmarks of the Seventies" and 
"Slogan Postmarks of the Eighties" from which 
these are continuation entries 
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PAISLEY 941 
~1 Nov 1971 to March 1976 (transposed) 
1918 Oct 1974 to Dec 1990 (standard) 

(h) Used again standard at Greenock with 
"Paisley" town die approx 20-31 Dec 
1990 in "Christmas only" machine 

Note : this is a continuation entry from "Slogan 
Postmarks of the Seventies", as there was no usage 
of no.l918/t in the 1980s. 

SWINDON 2il 
~1 Nov 1971 to date (standard) 
1919t 1 Nov 1971 to Dec 1992 (transposed) 

BATH 
T9'2ot 
1920 

(e) Continued in use standard at Chippenham 
to Dec 1985, and Swindon (usually two 
dies) to June 1990 

(f) *** 
(g) Used again transposed at Swindon April 

to Dec 1992, and standard July 1992 to 
Oct 1993 

(h) Used again standard at Swindon Aug 1994 
to date 

941 
2 Nov 1971 to 3 Nov 1979 (transposed) 
1 Dec 1971 to date (standard) 
(b) Used again standard at Wincanton from 

May 1990 to date, but seldom seen since 
only used on locals/missorts 

(i) Used again standard at Bath from March 
1991 to Sep 1992 

WAKEFIELD 941 
1922t 6 Nov 1971 to 8 April 1972 (transposed)--­

(official start date 8 Nov 1971) 
1922 Feb 1987 to Dec 1990 (standard) 

BRISTOL 

(b) Used again, but standard, at Wakefield 
(one die) Feb to April 1987 and again 
Dec 1987 to Dec 1990 

~8 Nov 1971 to date (standard) 
1923t 8 Nov 1971 to Nov 1976 (transposed) 

(j) Used again standard at Bristol April 
1985 to Nov 1986, and again from Dec 
1988 to Dec 1991 

(k) Used again standard at Bristol from May 
1993 to date 

TWICKENHAM 
1928 22 Nov 1971 to date (standard) 
l928t 22 Nov 1971 to July 1977 (transposed) 

(g) Continued in use intermittently 
Twickenham to date (standard) 

at 

COVENTRY (see also no.3147) 941 
1966t 22 Feb 1972 to Nov 1994 (transposed) 
1966 Sep 1974 to date (standard) 

(g) Used again standard at Coventry 
("Coventry & Warwickshire" town dies) 
from Jan to Sep 1993, also with 
"Stratford-upon-Avon" town dies since 
Stratford-upon-Avon mail stamped at 
Coventry (from 1992), then again from 
Feb 1994 to date, see also (b) 

(h) Also used transposed at Coventry 
("Coventry and Warwickshire" town dies) 
from Oct to Nov 1994 

CROYDON 941 
~28 Feb 1972 to date (standard) 
1967t Dec 1972 to April 1976 (transposed) 

(d) Ended 2 Feb 1980, but used again stan­
dard at Croydon from Jan 1981 to April 
1989, then parts of 1990 and 1991 

(e) Also used standard at Sutton 
("Croydon S" town die) (missorts only), 
(start date not certain, probably from 
about 1985), then town die changed to 
"Croydon/Sutton Sutton" from 1992 and 
used to date (still missorts only) 

(f) Used again standard at Croydon from Sep 
1992 to date (several dies) 

HEREFORD 941 
1976 20 March 1972 to Nov 1991 (standard) 
1976t 20 March 1972 to March 1976 (transposed) 

(h) Used again standard at Hereford from 
Dec 1990 to Nov 1991 

For "Hereford & Worcestershire" town dies (which 
were in fact used at Worcester) see no.l462 

CHESTER (see also no.1111/t) 941 
~27 March 1972 to date (standard) 
1983t 27 March 1972 to April 1976 (transposed) 

(g) correction, add • • • and used again 
standard at Rhyl ("Clwyd 2" town die) 
Jan to Nov 1981 

(h) *** 
(i) *** 
(j) *** 
(k) Used again standard at Chester, now 

with "Chester & Clwyd/1" town die (but 
also with "Chester.Clwyd blank" die 
with Gwynedd removed), from Oct 1989 to 
June 1993 (in black to March 1990, then 
in red to Oct 1990 then black again) 

(1) Used again standard at Wrexham Sep 1989 
to Nov 1993 

(m) Used again standard at Rhyl (with 
"Rhyl" town die not "Clwyd 2") Nov 1990 
only 

(n) Used again standard at Chester (with 
"Chester & Clwyd/1" town die) Feb 1994 
to date 

NORTHAMPTON 941 
1990t 10 April 1972 to April 1976 (transposedr--
1990 18 June 1973 to Dec 1985 (standard) 

(g) Used again standard at Rushden Sep 
(earlier date than shown previously) to 
Dec 1985 

LINCOLN 941 
~1 May 1972 to Dec 1982 (transposed) 
2012 March 1976 to Dec 1993 (standard) 

(f) Used again standard at Lincoln from Jan 
1992 to Dec 1993 

CAMBRIDGE 
2013t 4 May 1972 to July 1976 (transposed) 
2013 30 Oct 1972 to date (standard) 

(h) Used again standard at Ely 
("Cambridge E") from 1984 (possibly 
earlier) to ?1989 (local mail only), 
but at least not for much of 1992-3 
while "Waitrose" slogan in use, and 
certainly back in use by Dec 1993 and 
used to date 

(i) *** 
(j) Used again standard at Cambridge 

(several dies) March 1987 to Dec 1993 
(k) Used again standard at Newmarket from 

Jan 1990 (possibly Dec 1989) to Nov 
1990 and again from Dec 1991 to date, 
but latterly used only on missorts so 
seldom seen 

(1) Used again standard at Saffron Walden 
Dec 1990 to Jan 1991 only 

(m) Used again standard at Cambridge Dec 
1994 only 
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YORK 
Wiiit 
2024 

PERTH 
20ffi 
2029 

941 
22 May 1972 to about 1983 (transposed) 
Feb 1975 to Dec 1993 (standard) 
(d) Continued standard at Driffield to at 

least Dec 1993 (machine only used for 
missort duties); continued in red after 
general change to black in Sep 1990, at 
least to Dec 1990, then black again, 
but by 1994 machine thought to have 
ended 

(e) Used again transposed at Malton from 
1980 (possibly earlier), but changed to 
standard by 1983 (still transposed Jan 
1982) and used until machine withdrawn 
in 1987 

(f) *** 

30 May 1972 to Feb 1994 (transposed) 
April 1976 to Nov 1980 (standard) 
( j) Used again transposed at Perth 

"Perth Dundee Angus" town die Feb 
only 

with 
1994 

GLOUCESTER 2!1 
2042t 26 June 1972 to Sep 1976 (transposed) 
2042 about April 1978 to date (standard) 

(f) Used again standard at Gloucester 
("Gloucestershire" town die) from Dec 
1988 to March 1989, and again April 
1990 only 

(g) Used again standard at Cheltenham from 
Dec 1991 to date, now seldom seen since 
machine only used for missorts and 
local mail 

PORTSMOUTH 
2048 26 June 1972 to date (standard) 
2048t 26 June 1972 to July 1993 (transposed) 

(k) Used again standard at Portsmouth 
(chiefly "Portsmouth & IOW" town dies 
but also "Portsmouth") from Feb 1989 to 
date, but transposed as well from Jan 
1992 to July 1993 

(1) Used again standard at Newport IOlf 
("Isle of Wight" town die) (island mail 
only) from Feb 1990 (probably Dec 1989) 
to date (not continuously) 

(m) Used again standard at Chichester from 
June 1990 to Jan 1992 

READING 941 
~10 July 1972 to Oct 1994 (transposed) 
2056 29 July 1972 to date (standard) 

(g) Used again standard at Newbury from 
March 1989 to date, but transposed Oct 
1989 only 

(b.) Used again transposed at Reading April 
to Oct 1994, but in RED July 1994, see 
note after no.4713/t in chapter 5 

OLDHAM 941 
~ 24 July 1972 to Jan 1982 (transposed) 
2063 Feb 1976 to date (standard) 

(i) Used again standard at Oldb.am 
("Rochdale Oldham Asb.ton-u-Lyne" town 
dies) from Dec 1990 to date (used in 
BLUE in Dec 1994), also with "Oldham" 
town dies Aug to Nov 1992 only 

LLANDUDNO 
2091 18 Sep 1972 to date (standard) 
209lt 18 Sep 1972 to about Dec 1976 (transposed) 

( i) Used again standard at Porthmadog from 
about 1982 to date 

(j) *** 
(k) Used again standard at Bangor Gwynedd 

from Feb 1988 to date 
(1) *** 
(m) Used again standard at Pwllb.eli from 

Dec 1991 to Jan 1992 

NEWPORT GWENT (see also no.l668/t) ~ 
2098t 1 Oct 1972 to Dec 1974 (transposed) 
2098 Dec 1974 to date (standard) 

(d) Ended at Newport ("Gwent" town dies) 
March 1980, but continued standard at 
Tredegar to date 

ABERDEEN (see also no.2556) 941 
2100t 9 Oct 1972 to date (transposed) 
2100 Feb 1976 to date (standard) 

MEDWAY 

(d) used continuously (transposed) on local 
mail only at Fraserburgb. to 1989, and 
at Stoneb.aven to date (but on all mail 
at Christmas each year to 1994) 

(e) *** 
(f) Used again transposed in Dec only each 

year at : Banff 1983-85, 1990-91 
and 1993-94 
Buckie 1980-87, 1989-91 
and 1993-94 

(g) Used again, but standard, at Fraser­
burgb. (see d) from July 1990 to date 
(local mail only except at Christmas 
1991, 1993 and 1994) 

~ 9 Oct 1972 to Dec 1992 (standard) 
210lt 9 Oct 1972 to Aug 1977 (transposed) 

(f) Ended at Faversb.am Feb 1981, then used 
again standard Jan to March 1986 and 
again Jan 1990 to Dec 1992 (latterly 
missorts only) (possibly to 1994 when 
machine ended at Faversb.am) 

SOUTHALL 941 
2127 4 Dec 1972 to Jan 1992 (standard) 
2127t 4 Dec 1972 to Dec 1976 (transposed) 

(c) Ended at Uxbridge 2 Feb 1980 
(d) Used again standard at Uxbridge from 

Dec 1991 to Jan 1992 

Note : this is a continuation entry from "Slogan 
Postmarks of the Seventies", as there was no usage 
of no.2127/t in the 1980s 

HEMEL HEMPSTEAD 
2146 22 Jan 1973 to date (standard) 
2146t 22 Jan 1973 to Feb 1977 (transposed) 

(i) Used again standard at Hemel Hempstead 
(at least two dies) Dec 1984 to date 

( j) *** 
(k) Used again standard at High Wycombe Dec 

1987 to Dec 1988, and Jan 1990 to Oct 
1992 

(1) 

GUILDFORD 

Used again 
1991 to Jan 
(continued 
1994 when 
ceased) 

standard at Aylesbury Dec 
1992, and June 1992 to date 

on missorts only from Oct 
stamping of outward mail 

2151 5 Feb 1973 to Dec 1994 (standard) 
215lt 5 Feb 1973 to Sep 1976 (transposed) 

( j) Used again standard at Aldershot from 
Nov 1991 but town die inscription 
changed to Farnborough from April 1992 
and used to Dec 1994 
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MILTON KEYNES 
2153 12 Feb 1973 to date (standard) 
2153t 12 Feb 1973 to date (transposed) 

(g) Used again standard at Milton Keynes 
July to Aug 1980, for later dates see i 
below 

(h) Used again standard at Wolverton 
("Milton Keynes 12" town die) Jan 1983 
to Jan 1985, but transposed April to 
June 1984 (later date than shown 
previously) 

(i) Used again standard at Milton Keynes 
intermittently from Aug 1987, changed 
to transposed from Aug 1992, but used 
both standard and transposed from Nov 
1994 to date 

ST ALBANS ill 
2154t 12 Feb 1973 to Dec 1980 (transposed) 
2154 Dec 1974 to date (standard) 

(f) Used again transposed at Welwyn Garden 
City from Dec 1980, but changed to 
standard from Jan 1981 and used to 
date, but later seldom seen since used 
on missorts/local mail only 

SALISBURY ill 
2158t 19 Feb 1973 to April 1977 (transposed) 
2158 March 1977 to date (standard) 

(d) Used again standard at Andover from Dec 
1989 to date, latterly seldom seen as 
used on locals/missorts only 

(e) Used again standard at Salisbury from 
Jan 1990 to Jan 1992 

CANTERBURY 
2159 26 Feb 1973 to date (standard) 
2159t 26 Feb 1973 to Dec 1993 (transposed) 

TAUNTON 

(h) Used again standard at Canterbury from 
April 1986, but used transposed 17-18 
Nov 1993, probably as a trial for the 
use of transposed slogans prior to the 
"McDonalds" slogan that started on 
19 Nov 1993, then again Dec 1993 only 
after the "McDonalds" slogan, then 
standard again and used to date - green 
ink used April 1994 only and black/ 
green mixture in Jan 1995 only 

( i) Used again standard at Folkestone Dec 
1989 to Nov 1990 

( j) Used again standard at Dover May 1990 
to date 

~12 March 1973 to date (standard) 
2166t 12 March 1973 to ? 1979 (transposed) 

TRURO 

(g) Used again standard at Minehead from 
Jan 1991 to date, latterly seldom seen 
as used on locals/missorts only 

(h) Used again standard at Taunton from Nov 
1991 to Nov 1993 

(i) Used again standard at Taunton from Jan 
1995 to date 

941 
2177 2 April 1973 to date (standard) 
2177t 2 April 1973 to about Apr 1978 (transposed) 

(h) Used again standard at Truro with new 
"Cornwall A" town dies (at least two 
slogan dies) from 17 Feb 1992 to date 

SOUTHAMPTON 941 
2210t 14 May 1973 to 1 Nov 1976 (transposed) 
2210 2 Nov 1976 to Feb 1993 (standard) 

(g) Used again standard at Winchester for a 
short period in Sep 1990 (in black) 

(h) Used again standard at Winchester from 
Dec 1991 to Feb 1992, possibly later 
but used on missorts only 

(i) Used again standard at Southampton from 
June 1992 to Feb 1993 

BELFAST ill 
~4 June 1973 to 22 Jan 1994 (standard) 
2223t 4 June 1973 to 22 Jan 1994 (transposed) 

(f) Used again standard at Belfast from Nov 
1980 intermittently (several dies); new 
dies used from 1991 to Jan 1994 were 
slightly smaller, see notes at start of 
chapter, and at least one of these dies 
(later all of them) were used transpos­
ed at Belfast from May 1992 to Jan 1994 

(g) Used again standard at Newcastle Co 
Down Aug to Oct 1981, Armagh Jan to 
July 1982, Newtownabbey Jan 1983 only, 
Banbridge Dec 1983 to Nov 1985, Bangor 
Co Down Dec 1983 to Jan 1994 (but not 
continuously) and Coleraine Nov 1983 to 
Nov 1990 

(h) Used again standard at Lurgan April 
1985 to Nov 1988, Newcastle Co Down and 
Strabane Sep to Nov 1985, Portadown Dec 
1986 to Nov 1988, and Lisburn Feb 1987 
to Jan 1994 

(i) Used again standard at Newcastle Co 
Down from Jan 1988 probably to Jan 1994 

(j) Used again standard at Downpatrick from 
Dec 1989 to Jan 1994 

(k) Used again standard at Strabane from 
Dec 1990 to Sep 1991 

(1) Used again standard at Ballymoney and 
Coleraine from Dec 1991 to Jan 1994 

(m) Used again standard at Enniskillen from 
Dec 1992 to Jan 1993, possibly later in 
1993 also 

(n) Used again standard at Ballymena Dec 
1993 to Jan 1994 

(o) Slogan replaced by new "Postcode 
Enquiry Line" slogan from 24 Jan 1994, 
see no.4656/t in chapter 5 

DORCHESTER 
2237 18 June 1973 to date (standard) 
2237t 18 June 1973 to July 1976 (transposed) 

(a) Correction - two dies used at WEYMOUTH 
(not Dorchester) (transposed), one from 
18 June 1973, the second from 1 July 
1973 

(h) Used again standard at Lyme Regis from 
Dec 1987 (possibly earlier) to date 

(i) Used again standard at Dorchester from 
March 1990 to Sep 1994 

BOLTON 941 
2535t 4 Oct 1974 to April 1976 (transposed) 
2535 April 1976 to date (standard) 

(f) Used again standard at Bolton 
("Bury Bolton Wigan" town dies) from 
Dec 1987 ("Bolton Lanes" town dies on 
Sundays from mid 1990), but newer 
smaller slogan dies (at least two 
dies), similar to Belfast, see notes at 
start of chapter, used from Sep 1993 to 
date 
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MANCHESTER 941 
2544 21 Oct 1974 to date (standard) 
2544t 21 Oct 1974 to about May 1978 (transposed) 

(g) Used again standard at Manchester from 
Nov 1980 (up to about four dies) to Dec 
1985, Eccles and Stratford Dec 1980 to 
date, Manchester SW to 1993 possibly 
later, Urmston May 1981 to Dec 1991, 
Salford June 1981 to March 1991, 
Chorlton-cum-Hardy Jan to Nov 1982, and 
Wythenshawe March 1982 to Jan 1994 

(h) Used again standard at Manchester Jan 
1988 to May 1992 (probably one die) 

ABERDEEN (see also no.2100/t) 627 
2556t about 15 Nov 1974 to Jan 1975 (transposed> 
2556 Jan 1975 to date (standard) 

(b) Used standard at Peterhead continuously 
to date (missorts only but all outward 
mail at Christmas each year) 

(c) Used standard at Aberdeen Mastrick DO 
and Banchory Dec 1994 only 

ROMFORD 941 
2607t 27 March 1975 to March 1993 (transposed~ 
2607 l April 1976 to date (standard) 

(b) Used standard at South Ockendon (local 
mail and missorts only), though town 
die changed to "Romford R71" from early 
1989 and used to date 

(c) Continued in use standard at Romford to 
date, with a variety of town dies, with 
and without "MLO", "APC" and "Essex", 
used both for missort (including 
"Romford A" at Dagenham and, from 1990, 
"Romford R21" at Romford to 1992) and 
normal stamping duties 

(d) Also used standard at Hornchurch with 
"Romford R5l" town die (missorts only) 
in 1989 (possibly earlier) and used to 
1992 

(e) Used transposed at Romford March 1993 
only 

LIVERPOOL 941 
2783 1 April 1976 to date (standard) 
2783t 5 July 1976 only (transposed) 

(c) Used again standard at Liverpool May to 
Dec 1992, and Dec 1993 to date 

BLACKPOOL 941 
2874 1 Sep 1976 to date (standard) 

(b) One die used again at Blackpool ("Fylde 
Blackpool Wyre" town dies) from April 
1980, later up to four dies used inter­
mittently to May 1986, and again from 
Sep 1987 to Jan 1994 (probably two 
dies) 

(c) Used standard at Lytham St Annes, 
probably from about 1987, with "Fylde 
Blackpool Wyre 8" town die, to date 
(used on locals/missorts only) 

(d) *** 
(e) Used again at Blackpool (prob two dies 

with "Fylde Blackpool Wyre" town dies) 
from Nov 1994 to date 

For details of valuation codes shown at the right 
of the entries that follow, see page 27. 

~= 
~ 

Type 2083 used at Warwick (no.3147) 

COVENTRY/DERBY "Get the most from your post" 2083 
3147 5 Feb 1979 to 4 Jan 1990 (black) --B 

(d) Ended 3 Nov 1979 except at Coventry 
where up to two dies continued almost 
continuously to 30 Dec 1989, later with 
"Coventry and Warwickshire" town dies 

(e) Used again at Derby (about 4 dies) from 
May 1989 to 4 Jan 1990 (then see below) 

3147R USED IN RED FROM JAN-SEP 1990 B 
(f) Used in red at Derby from 5 Jan 

to 16 Sep 1990 but prematurely at 
Coventry ("Coventry and Warwickshire" 
town dies) from 2 Jan 1990 

(3147) USED IN BLACK AGAIN FROM SEP 1990 B 

3244 
3244t 
3244R 
3244Rt 

(g) Reverted to black at Derby from 
17 Sep 1990, also used with "Royal Mail 
Midlands" town dies on Sundays from 24 
Oct 1993 (see chapter 3, section 3.2), 
to (latest seen at Derby) April 1994 

(h) Also reverted to black at Coventry 
("Coventry and Warwickshire" town dies) 
from 17 Sep 1990, but used in red in 
error on philatelic envelopes on 17 Sep 
1990, also with "Stratford upon Avon" 
town dies from 1994, and used to date 

(i) Also used standard in newly installed 
machine at Warwick (missorts/local mail 
only) from early 1991 to date 

2156 Be properly addressed 
5 Nov 1979 to date (standard, blk) --A 

5 Nov 1979 to date (transposed, blk) 
5 Jan to 16 Sep 1990 (standard, red) 
31 July to 1 Aug 1990 (transposed, red) 
Full details of this slogan were given 

B 
B 
D 

in "Slogan Postmarks of the Eighties"; it 
was used countrywide, about 1250 dies in 
all, and largely replaced "Remember to use 
the Post Code!" from 1979, at least at tbe 
larger offices. 
From 1985 a new design slogan "Pass on your 
postcode" was introduced, see no.3668/t 
below, and to a large extent "Be properly 
addressed" was replaced. It continued at 
many smaller offices however, and at some 
larger offices the two slogans were used 
side by side. 

There was a general change to red ink from 
5 Jan to 16 Sep 1990, but it was used 
prematurely in red from 2 Jan 1990 at 
Coventry ("Coventry & Warwickshire" town 
die) and St Austell ("Plymouth R & S" town 
dies), and from 4 Jan 1990 at Kirkwall; all 
were standard but used transposed at 
Cheltenham on 31 July and 1 Aug 1990. 
Two dies of the slogan were used (standard) 
at Nottingham for various periods in the 
1980s (in black), and again from 8 Jan 1990 
to at least 1991 (but in red initially), 
and it was used along with other slogans 
including nos 3803/R-3804/R. 
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Be property 
addressed 
POSTCODE IT = 

Type 2156 

Be properly 
addressed 
POSTCODE IT 

Type 2156 (revised design) 

Several offices were late in the change to 
black ink, and at Deptford SEB the slogan 
continued in use in black at least until 
mid 1990 while at Nuneaton the slogan did 
not change to red at all; there are other 
cases where offices had changed to red from 
5 Jan 1990 but occasionally later used this 
slogan in black ink, Reverted to blaclt at 
Oxford from 12 July 1990 (see chapter 3), 
At other offices the change back to black 
ink from 17 Sep 1990 was delayed, hence 
they continued in red after this date; 
examples of the latest uses include Jan 
1991 at Winchmore Hill N21 ("London Nl3/21" 
town dies) and Upper Edmonton Nl8. 
Examples of later transposed uses are as 
follows: please note these are examples, 
not a comprehensive list : 
Brighton (Dec 1990 only) 

("Sussex Coast" town dies) 
Stratford ElS (April 1991) 
Wood Green N22 (May 1991) 
Edinburgh (Oct 1992) 
Belfast (Jan 1992 to Jan 1994) 
Stirling (Oec 1993) 
Perth (Dec 1993 to Jan 1994) 

("Perth Dundee Angus" town dies) 
Aberdeen, Glasgow (Dec 1993 to Dec 1994) 
Canterbury (Dec 1993) 
Derby (Dec 1993) ("Royal Mail Midlands" 

town die) (see chapter 3, section 3,2) 
Wolverhampton (Nov to Dec 1994) - also used 
at Wolverhampton transposed in red on 
"Paid" mail as described in chapter 2, see 
section 2.15. 

Dies of a revised design (see illustration) 
were introduced at London Wl (about 4 dies) 
(standard) from about July 1991, also later 
at Aberdeen and Farnborough, both standard, 
and Belfast (transposed). There have been 
reports of a shorter than usual die used at 
Preston ("Lancashire South Lakes" town die) 
transposed in Nov 1994, but this is 
believed to be the result of a machine mal­
function since the town die is slightly 
"squashed" also. 

In Dec 1994 blue ink was in use, primarily 
for the "Britannia" slogan used 5-10 Dec, 
and as a result other slogans were struck 
in blue in error: this included "Be 
properly addressed" at Oldham ("Rochdale 
Oldham Ashton-u-Lyne" town die) 28-30 Dec, 
possibly other offices and dates also. 

3668 
3668t 
3668R 
3668Rt 

Type 2471 

Pass on your postcode 2471 
25 Nov 1985 to date (standard, black) --A 
20 Dec 1985 to date (transposed, black) B 
5 Jan to 16 Sep 1990 (standard, red) A 
5 Jan to 15 Sep 1990 (transposed, red) C 
Details of initial usage of this slogan 
were given in "Slogan Postmarks of the 
Eighties"; it was used countrywide, about 
1050 dies, from 1985, and it largely re­
placed "Be properly addressed", though the 
latter remained in use at a number of 
smaller offices in specific areas eg dist­
ricts of London, Manchester and Edinburgh. 
There was a general change to red ink from 
5 Jan to 16 Sep 1990, all standard except 
transposed at Stratford ElS (one of two 
dies, the other standard) and "London 56", 
the missort die at South Woodford El8 where 
stamping of "normal mail" had previously 
ceased (neither of these offices stamped 
mail on Sundays, hence no, 3668Rt ended on 
15 Sep 1990). 
Many offices were late in the change to red 
ink, however, thus there are many recorded 
uses of blaclt ink later in Jan 1990, while 
black ink remained in use throughout at 
Bracknell; at Twickenham one machine used 
for overstamping meter mail remained in 
black until July 1990. Reverted to black at 
Oxford from 12 July 1990 (see chapter 3). 
Similarly many offices were slow to revert 
to black ink, remaining in use in red after 
17 Sep 1990; an example is Alton in red to 
Nov 1990. The latest known red use is 
Kettering in March 1992, 
Transposed use at Stratford ElS ended Nov 
1990, but later transposed uses were as 
follows - please note these are examples, 
not a comprehensive list : 
Shrewsbury (Jan 1991 to Dec 1993) 

("Shopshire & Mid Wales" town die) 
Carlisle (Dec 1991 to Nov 1992) 
Swansea (Dec 1991 to Jan 1992) 
Plymouth (March to July 1992) 
Milton Keynes (March to Oct 1992) 
Ipswich (Nov 1992) 
Preston (June to Dec 1993) 

("Lancashire South Lakes" town die) 
Glasgow (Nov 1993 to Dec 1994) 
Edinburgh (Dec 1994) 
("Edinburgh Lothian Fife Borders" town die) 
Perth (Dec 1994) 

("Perth Dundee Angus" town die) 
Ayr (March to Dec 1994) 

In Dec 1994 blue ink was in use, primarily 
for the "Britannia" slogan used 5-10 Oec, 
and as a result other slogans were struck 
in blue in error: this included "Pass on 
your postcode" at Bradford and Sheffield 
(both standard) 12-13 Dec. 

Also in Dec 1994 one die of this slogan was 
used (standard) with "Paddington APC" town 
die at Acton W3 alongside AIDS slogan E.312 
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NOTES ON LAYOUT OF ENTRIES IN LATER CHAPTERS 

• at the left is shown the reference number, 
these numbers started at number 1 in 19171 

• no prefix is used for "general" slogans 
(chapters 4 and 5), but prefix E is used for 
Exceptional slogans (chapter 6), LP for local 
publicity slogans (to 1989), G for Guernsey, J 
for Jersey, IM for Isle of Msn, F for Forces 
(FPOs) and M for Miscellaneous 

• * in front of the reference number shows the 
slogan was not announced in the normal way, at 
least not in time for the start of the slogan 
campaign 

• 't' after the number shows the slogan was used 
transposed, see chapter 2 for details 

• 'R' after the number shows the slogan was 
struck in red 

• the slogan description is shown underlined 
this is usually abbreviated 

• if the description shows a town, that town is 
where the slogan was used (one die of the 
slogan) unless shown otherwise in the text that 
follows 

• to the right underlined is shown the type, 
illustration, or picture number; if it is a 
repeat, the reader should look back in the same 
chapter to find the first use of the type or 
picture - it will be in one of the previous 
volumes if originally used pre-1990 

• on the next line are shown the dates of use; 
for a one-town slogan used outside the official 
dates such details are shown here also, with 
the official dates shown in brackets 

• at the extreme right is shown the 'value code', 
shown as A,B,C,D,E,F or * - see below for 
details 

Following this are further details : niDDber of 
dies, number of towns where slogan was used, and 
these are shown in detail for slogans used at up 
to nine offices. Finally, for multi-town slogans 
in chapter 5, are shown details of earliest and 
latest uses known where outside the official 
dates. 

SUMMARY OF PRICE CODES USED IN LATER CHAPTERS (see also chapter 1) 

A Never likely to carry substantial value 5p 

B 

c 
D 

E 

* 

Multi-town slogan or long use, pretty common! 

Single-town used for a few weeks but announced 

Single-town but short period or unannounced 

Elusive even when current, or thematic appeal 

Difficult to price since a one-off 

F Scarce and sought after 

G and G+ Special scarcity applicable to earlier years 
- see "Collecting Slogan Postmarks" 

NOTE ON USE OF DATA IN THIS BOOK 

lOp 

10-30p 

30p-£1 

£1-£3 

max £3 

£3-£10 

over £10 

Although subject to copyright, we would encourage other writers and compilers of 
thematic or postal history articles or books to use the data from this book (and 
the other books in the series) in their own work, and to utilise the reference 
numbers, sometimes known as "PPP numbers". The only condition is thet full 
acknowledgement of the source should be given. In addition prior written 
notification that the data is going to be used in this manner would be 
appreciated. 



General slogans are defined in chapter 
1, and the listings below are continued 
from our previous books, One die of 
each slogan was used at the relevant 
town mentioned in the slogan, unless 
otherwise stated. The number at the 
right is the design or "type" number, 

5 General Slogans 

We start this chapter with amendments to previous books, both General and Local Publicity 
slogans. "Post Code" slogans are excluded, these being detailed""iii'tiie previous chapter. 

We start with amendments to "Collecting Slogan 
Postmarks" (published 1986) : 

31 Wear to the slogan die at Bournemouth gives 
a false impression of a frame added to the design 
Al05 Used to 4 May (1939) 
133 Latest late use 24 Jan Plaistow El3 
136 Latest late use : 8 Sep Clacton-on-Sea 
167 Latest late use : 15 Aug Hereford 
168 Early use : 31 May Glasgow 
185 Latest late use : 11 May Dunfermline 
235 Early use : 31 Dec 1956 Hull 
516 Extended to 27 March (1965) 
525 Early use : 27 March Brentwood 
724/t Ballymena trans part period, otherwise std 
733 Latest late use : 28 Dec Putney SW15 (std) 
917 Earliest early use : 28 Oct Stamford (std) 
986 Amend end date to 6 May 
1056 Earliest early use : 12 May Huntingdon (strt) 
1194 Earliest early use : 2 Dec Slough (std) 
1296 Latest late use (std) : 19 Aug Manchester SE 

We continue with amendments to "Slogan Postmarks of 
the Seventies" : 
1518t Hinckley - used to 10 May 
1745 Late use : 25 April Rolywood 
1762t Newmarket -used to 15 May 
1774t Postcode Exhibition - also used at Harwich 
11167 Used standard at EdinburRh to 7 Sep 
2113t Walthamstow- used to 22 Jan 1973 
2115t Latest late use : 1 Dec Glasgow (transpd) 
2215t Cardiff - transposed from 211 May 
21167 Leicester - standard to 18 Aug 

and amendments to "Slogan Postmarks of the 
Eighties" : 
3223 Used to 4 May 1984 at Aberdeen 
3223R Ended 7 Apri 1 1990 at Tottenham Nl7 (l>ut 
used again after "Stamp World", see E.247/R) 
3259/R Ended 10 March 1990 at Bath (red); reverted 
to black ink at Norwich and Weston-super-Mare from 
17 Sep 1990 - stopped at Norwich about Nov 1990 
with die unservicable, but used again from April 
19n, possibly with the rtie from Bath; ended at 
Weston-super-Mare Dec 1991; used aP,ain at Leicester 
from 15 April 1993, then town die chan~ed to 
"Leicestershire" from 30 April 1993 and slogan 
ended May 1993, leaving slogan only at Norwich 
where it continued in use to date 
32611/t - amenrl "Late use" to "Latest late use" 
3294 Chichester amend end date to 14 Oct 
(official enrl date 20 Sep) 
33~3 !leverterl to black ink from 17 Sep 199~, and 
used to date, probably not continiously 
3354 ll.everted to black ink from 17 Sep 1990, l>ut 
transferred to Winchester for short periorl in Sep -
Oct 1990 then used again at Southampton, at least 
Jan 1991 to April 1992 

3359 Colex 1 81 - used at London Wl NOT SWl, also 
add Late use : 30 March Fulham SW6 
3388 Canoe '81 - add Late use : 3 Aug Nottingham 
3420 Scouts - add Late use : 13 April Hereford 
3426t Barrow- also transposed 10.15am (5 April) 
3437 - amend "Late use" to "Latest late use" 
3445 Bucks Herald - amend end date to 5 June 
(official end date 29 May) 
3476 Early use : 30 Nov Altrincham (standard) 
3501 Two dies used 
3577 Samaritans add - Late use : 29 May Dudley 
3621 Latest late use : 20 March Stevenage 

(correct end date 16 Feb) 
3~46 Early use : 17 June London Wl (standard); 
add to late use at NW6 - reverted to black ink from 
15 Sep 1990 (changed early) and used to Jan 1992 
3646t Also transposed at Omagh on first day 
3754 late use at W3 (London 34B missort die) -
reverted to black ink from 17 Sep 1990 (but no year 
shown in 1990 or later years) to 1993, then used 
with Paddington die at Acton W3 (seen 3 Nov 1993) 
then slogan ended, this being the latest seen; used 
again at W3 in 1994, li•ted as ~xceptional K.312 
3766 Amend start date to 16 April, l>ut items seen 
are philatelic items and possibly backdated 
3791 Knrl date 5 Aug (official end date 3 Aug) 
3803-4 Reverted to black ink from 17 Sep 1990 and 
continued in use to date; 3804 interrupted by 
"Walls" slogan Aug 1992 and both interrupted by 
"BT" slogan June 1993 and other 1993/94 slogans 
add 3603t changed to transposed from 31 Jan 1994 
<tWo dies) to 11 March 1994, then reverted to 
standard by June 1994 
3832 Seen used 2 Jan 1988 
3840/R Also used at Bath (2 dies) from March 1990; 
at Chester last seen used in black in Feb 1990, 
then changed to red (normal "Chester & Clwyd 1" 
town die) from June 1990 for short period (ie 
stopped before change to black in Sep); reverted to 
black at Swindon from June 1990 and at other 
offices from 17 Sep 1990 (a) Bath, Devizes, 
Salisbury (to 1991 at Salisbury), Yeovil and (b) 
Chichester, and (c) Rhyl from Jan 1993; by this 
time only missorts stamped at Devizes, Yeovil and 
Chichester so specimens from these offices seldom 
seen 
3844/t Early uses arld 
3852 Latest late use 
Bedford 

29 Feb Penrith (transposed) 
25 June Chelmsforrl not 

3980/R Aveling Barford used late at both 
offices, latest Grantham which continued to 15 Sep 
1990 in red and reverted to black from 17 Sep 1990 
before ending about 24 Sep 1990 
3981 Reverted to black ink from 17 Sep 1990; town 
dies changed to "Croydon/Sutton" from 25 Sep 19QO 
but also seen with "Croydon" and "Croydon Surrey" 
town rlies thereafter; latest seen Aug 1993 

(28) 
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4011 Latest late uses : 7 Nov add Stoke-on-Trent 
4029 Latest late use in black : 8 Jan 1990 at 
Saffron Walden 
4029/R Continued in use at ~elfast and reverted to 
black from 17 Sep 1990- latest use 11 March 1991 
4030R En<led 7 April 1990 at South Kensington Sll7 
4031R Latest late use: 4 April 1990 Coventry 
("Coventry and Warwickshire" town die) 
4033 Collectors' covers backdated to 27 Nov 
including some which bore new "country" stamps 
issued 28 Nov and had been submitted with request 
for "first day of issue" handstamp 
4044/R Glasgow - philatelic: cover also backdated 
to 2 Jan 1990 in red ink; this slogan was not 
interrupted for "Indoor Athletics" 19 Feb To 
3 March 1990 though only about one die remained in 
use for this period; used in red to 2 Oc:t and 
reverted to black ink (late change) from 3 Oc:t to 
31 Dec: 1990. Other later slogans also in use at 
Glasgow alongside no,4044/R 

Valuation increases : from B to C -
3417, 3453, 3457, 3465, 3529, 3537, 3586, 3701!, 
3787. 3793, 3812, 3874, 3923, 3940, 3942, 3946, 
3971, 3987 

- from C to D -
3424, 3435, 3480, 3484/t, 3497. 3683, 3686, 3688, 
3690, 3705, 3763, 3771, 3807, 3824, 3830, 381!1, 
3885, 3887. 3888, 3902, 3904, 3905, 3913, 3926, 
3929, 3930, 3938, 3949, 3956, 3958, 3964, 3973, 
3994, 4009, 4010, 4032R, 4033 

- from D to E -
3506, 3626 (commercially used copies) 

LOCAL PUBLICITY SLOGANS 

To avoid confusion we have included LP slogans in 
the main listing in this chapter from 1990. We show 
below amendments to our earlier listings. 

We start with amendments to "Collecting Slogan 
Postmarks" (published 19R6) : 
LP,Al33t Paignton - amend start date to 1 Sep 
LP.209/t Canvey Island - still in use standard 28 
May (1966) but changed back to transposed by 31 May 
LP.443t Mansfield - amend start date to 12 March 
LP.706t 15 Oc:t reported 
LP,826 Wolverhampton standard from 11 Dec: (1969) 

We continue with amendments to "Slogan Postmarks of 
the Seventies" : 
LP.l693t Dated 25 Aug 1975 on philatelic: 
replacement envelope from Edinburgh 
LP,180R used standard from 16 July 
LP,1874 amend end date to 22 July 
LP.1911 Reverted to black from 17 Sep 1990; 
slogan ended 11 July 1992 
LP,l915 Two dies used at Holyhead (when necessary) 
from early 1989, possibly second in machine 
transferred from ~eaumaris; reverted to black from 
17 Sep 1990 at all three offices, then interrupted 
?7-17 Aug 1991 at Holyhead for nos 4260-1, other­
wise continued to date 

, • then amendments to "Slogan Postmarks of 
the Eighties: : 
LP,l997 Tatton Park - amend end date to 28 Nov 
LP,2115 Tunbr Wells - amend start date to 31 Aug 
LP.2130 Milford Haven - amend end date to 9 July 
(official end date 30 June) (at Haverfordwest) 

LP,2132R Lincoln - amend end date to 7 March 1990 
LP.2177R Bradford - amend end date to 6 June 1990 

LP.2209/R Inverness Conference Capital - inter­
rupted in 1990 by "National Speak Week" 5 to 10 
March, "SNIPEF Professional Plumbers" 2 to 29 April 
(but this ended early and "Conference Capital" back 
in use by Sunday 29 April); reverted to black from 
17 Sep 1990 but used in red again 27 Sep 1990 only. 
Further interrupted by "Merc:urycard" 15 Oct to 4 
Nov and "Happy Christmas" 26 Nov to 19 Dec. 
In 1991 the slogan started 1 April (Easter Monday) 
after "Philips" slogan but was interrupted by 
"Celtic Concert" 12 to 23 Aug, "Postage rates" 9 to 
22 Sep and "Happy Christmas" 18 Nov to 21 Dec. 
In 1992 interrupted by "Captain Birds eye" 17 Feb 
to 14 March, but used 22-23 Feb in the other 
machine; for later use of this slogan see no.4716t 
add LP. 2209t Inverness Conference Capital 
<transposed) - used transposed on 3 Feb 1992, then 
reverted to standard 
LP,2211/R Isle of Skye - interrupted at BOTH 
offices by "Visit Stamp World" 9 April to 12 May 
1990; reverted to black from 17 Sep 1990 but 
further interrupted by "Happy Christmas" 26 Nov to 
19 Dec: 1990, and again 18 Nov to 21 Dec: 1991, 
In 1992 interrupted at Portree by the "shinty" 
slogan 1-30 June and "Happy Christmas" 30 Nov to 21 
Dec:, The slogan was interrupted at BOTH offices for 
"Happy Christmas" in 1993 (presumably from 10 Nov, 
see no.4632) and at Kyle in 1994 
add LP.22llt slogan changed to transposed at 
POrtree only from 25 Feb 1994 (change announced but 
late) - then interrupted for "Happy Christmas" 1994 
LP.2212 Weymouth - amend end date to 9 Feb 
LP,2213R Bath - amend end date to 31 March 1990 
LP.2224/R Inverness Highland Capital - interrupted 
in 1990 by "Smo'l(ers Quit & Win" 19 Feb to 17 March, 
"Scottish Blood Transfusion" 17 to 23 April (but 
this continued late to 9 May), "Proms 90" 2 to 31 
July (but "Highland Capital" still in use on 2 
July), "Radio 2" 1 to 31 Aug (but "Highland 
Capital" in use on 1 Aug) and "Give a pet a home" 3 
to 29 Sep; reverted to black after this slogan, 
from 30 Sep 1990, but further interrupted by 
"Chemistry Week" 15 Oc:t to 14 Nov and "Happy 
Christmas" 26 Nov to 19 Dec: (but "Highland Capital" 
back in use on 19 Dec:). 
In 1991 the slogan started 1 April (Easter Monday) 
after "Phi lips" slogan, and was further interrupted 
by "Squint Awareness", "Cats", "Philips" (second 
use), "Doc:klands" (this continued late until 15 
July), and "Postage rates", 
The slogan ended on 30 Sep 1991 but was re-used 30-
31 July 1992 then again from 31 Aug 1992 to 5 July 
1993 and from Oc:t 1993, but not continuously, 
add LP,2224t slogan changed to transposed from 26 
Feb 1994 and only used to 28 Feb 1994 before 
interruption by other slogans. Announced (late) as 
changed to transposed from 25 Feb 1994 but "Sonic: 
3" slogan was still in use on that date, thus last 
day of use standard was 21 Feb 1994. Then after "Le 
Shuttle" and "Election" (then "Le Shuttle" again, 
see E.308t), "Conference Capital" was used instead, 
see no.4716t; but LP, 2224t was back in use along­
side no, 4 716 t for a brief period in Aug-Sep 1994, 
latest seen 16 Sep 1994, then used again 8-15 Jan 
1995; future uses will be listed in a new entry 
LP,2229R Sunderland - ended 31 Aug 1990 

Valuation increases : from B to C- LP.2077, 2216 
- and from C to D - LP.2028, 2133, 2152, 2162, 

2172/t, 2190, 2197, 2201, 2222 

The chapter now continues with the listings of 
GENERAL SLOGANS from 1990 •••••••••••• 
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1990 
There was a general use of RED ink from 5 Jan to 
16 Sep (Sunday) 1990, so that all slogans (with 
exceptions) used in that period were struck in red 
ink. This includes "Post Code" slogans (see chapter 
4), and late uses of 1989 slogans, see "Slogan 
Postmarks of the Eighties". 

DDNINGTDN PARK 2-4 FEBRUARY --MOTOR R~CING = 
s t1 o w= 

<rumberlan1>11ews= ENQUIRI!S:Ol 892 3637-

Type 2779 Type 2780 

SHROPSHIRE CONFERENCES ttodJ~~'! 141h lcllru••,. 19H 
CAidPAIGN H£LPLIN!;:Ont U:42 

4045 
4045R 

4046 

4046R 

4047 
4047R 

llfMn.•ol/lklce to ""'n-. 

Type 2781 

Motor Racing Show 
2 to 5 Jan (black) 
2 to 30 Jan (red) 

@ DYSLEXIA 
AWARENESS 
CAMl~IGN 

Talephonr: i6121112 

TYPe 2782 

2779 

Used at Birmingham, Coventry ("Coventry 

D 
c 

and Warwickshire" town die), Derby, 
Leicester, Nortltampton ("Northamptonshire" 
town die), Nottingham, Sheffield, Stoke-on­
Trent, Wolverltampton, one die each; init­
ially used in black but changed to red from 
5 Jan. Used in red from 2 Jan at Coventry 
("Coventry and Warwickshire" town die) but 
pltilatelic covers for 2 and 4 Jan stamped 
in black. Change to red ink was late at 
l~olverhampton (seen used in black on 
5 Jan); however philatelic replacements 
were backdated to 5 Jan and stamped in red. 
Thickness of lettering in slogan dies 
varies slightly. 

Early use : 
27 Dec 1989 Stoke-on-Trent (black) 

Latest late use : 16 Feb Coventry (red) 
("Coventry and Warwickshire" town die) 

Cumberland News 175th anniv 
2 to 4 Jan, 3 May (see below), 
and 16 Sep (Sunday) to 29 Dec (black) 
5 Jan to 16 Sep (Sunday)(red) 
Two dies used at Carlisle, initially 

2780 
c 

c 

used in black (valuation "'D") but changed 
to red from 5 Jan; used in GREEN ink in "B" 
machine on 12 and 13 March when apparently 
red ink was in short supply (valuation 
"E"); this was probably also the reason for 
a further use in BLACK ink, in "A" machine 
on 3 May (valuation "D"), prior to general 
change back to black on 17 Sep, but used in 
both red and black on Sunday 16 Sep 

Shropshire Conferences 
2 to 4 Jan (black) 
5 Jan to 24 March (red) 
Two dies used at Shrewsbury with 
"Shropshire & Mid Wales" town dies 

Sheffield is a Mech Letter Office 
- see E.245/R 

D 
c 

Return to sender? 2400 
4048R 8 Jan to 7 April C 

(official end date 31 March) 
One die used at Nottingham; nos 3803R-4R 
also in use, as well as three dies of "Be 
properly addressed" (no.3244R); previously 
used unannounced in 1989, see E.238. Also 
announced as being used 11 June to 8 July 
but believed not to have been used in this 
period 

The Samaritans Carlisle 2652 
4049R 8 Jan to 31 March C 

Used at Penrith 

Choose charity stamps - see E.246R 

nyslexia Awareness ~ 
4050R 23 Jan to 14 Feb B 

4051R 
4051 

Used at 10 offices 

Latest late use : 5 April Manchester 

Take a bite out of crime (2nd use) ~ 
29 Jan to 16 Sep (Sunday)(red) C 
17 Sep 1990 to 27 Sep 1991 (black) B 
Used at Newcastle upon Tyne; nos 4060R, 
4108R, 41t7R-18R, 4128R, 4194, 4209, 4274 
also in use 

Senders name ~ address - see E.247R 

Spring Stampex London SWl 
*4052R 5 Feb to 6 April 

(official end date 3 March) 
Four dies used at "London SW" 

Satrosphere Aberdeen 2784 
4053R 5 Feb to 17 March C 

No.4058R also in use; Satrospltere was a 
new permanent exhibition in Aberdeen allow­
ing visitors to interactively experience 
scientific facts and phenomena 

SPRING 

§ifAMW~X= 
U f'IB TOt MARCIC UICI 

aOUL KORTICVLTVR.&L IIAW-

SATROSPHERE 
t't;:' D I 5 C 0 V E R 
{~~HOW IT WORKS 
~IN ABERDEEN 

4054R 

4055R 

4056R 

LO•D•I IWI 

Type 2783 

Type 2785 

Type 2784 

S The ·t aman: ans 
TEL:WILIFJIX 349349 

RUDDEIISnELD 533388 
or ToW' Neu••t Br&~~cb 

Type 2786 

Darlington MLO Open Da! 
5 Feb to 2 March 
Two dies used; no.4060R also in use 

Samaritans Halifax Huddersfield 
5 Feb to 11 July 
(official end date 24 June) 
Used at Huddersfield with 
"Huddersfield Halifax" town die 

Brishter Derb! 
14 Feb to 7 April 
Four dies used 

~ 

2786 

2787 

c 

c 

c 
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o?Np~ 

~~ ~u~·~-jJr:-::... -&-- • 
WIN 

D E R 8 Y UtH auu 
, • 9 a · 

Type 2787 Type 2788 

EUROPEAN VICTIMS DAY RGOYAL MAIL SUPPORT = 
FEB '"'"'I" I VICI'IM ' 

SUPPORT 
SCOn.AND 

EUROIICAN -
ow INDOOR -
:0 ArfiLCDC -
,g CHMIPIONSHIP$-

MllvrMIMU•Gti.IG'OWWe•IIAICit--

4057R 
4057 

4058R 

4059R 

4060R 

4061R 

Type 2789 Type 2790 

Smokers quit and win 31!! 
19 Feb to 17 March (red) B 
6 to 13 March (black) D 
Used in red at 67 offices, one die each, 
also in black at Portsmouth (with 
"Portsmouth & IOW" town die) on 6 March 
(seen in red on same day) and Chester (with 
"Chester & Clwyd/1" town die) on 12 and 13 
March, otherwise red 

Latest late uses (red): 16 May Bradford, 
Gloucester ("Gloucestershire" town die) 

European Victims Day ~ 
19 to 25 (Sunday) Feb C 
Used at Aberdeen, Edinburgh ("Edinburgh 
Lothian Fife Borders" town die), Glasgow, 
Inverness, Perth ("Perth Dundee Angus" town 
die), one die each; at these offices there 
were Sunday collections and 25 Feb was a 
Sunday 

Late use : 26 Feb Aberdeen 

European Indoor Athletics Glasgow 2790 
19 Feb to 4 March (Sunday) -- C 
(official end date 3 March) 
19 dies used; at least one die of no.4044R 
remained in use 

Newcastle Breweries Centenar !!2! 
26 Feb to 4 March Sunday C 
Used at Darlington (5 dies), 
Middlesbrough (4 dies with "Cleveland" town 
dies), Newcastle upon Tyne (4 dies); at the 
latter two offices stamping took place on 
Sundays and 4 March was a Sunday 

Royal Burgh of Lanark (first use) 2792 
1 to 8 March -- D 
Two dies used at Lanark with 
"Clyde Valley ML11" town dies 

Royal Liverpool Philharmonic Society ~ 
*4062R 1 to 31 March C 

4063R 

Eight dies used; E.228R also in use 

National Speak Week 
5 to 10 March 
Used at 66 offices, thoug~ probably not 
at London NWMLO due to industrial dispute; 
stamped in black at London Wl but applied 
by hand to philatelic cover 

Latest late use in red: 16 Sep Bradford, 
then see below 

4063 LATE USE IN BLACK FROH 17 SEP 1990 D 

Latest use at only office still in use 
13 Nov Bradford 

THE NEWC!ISTLE _ 
BREWERI~MITED_ 

'

The Royal­
Burgh of = 
Lanark -

1140-1990-
~-
1 8 9 0-1 9 9 0-

Type 2791 Type 2792 

Royal Uverpool~ 
Philharmonic : 
Society 1840-1990 -

NAnONAL SPEAK WEEK= 

SPEECH & British -
~TELECO~: 

CELEBRATES 150 fURS: 5-n MARCH1990: 

Type 2793 Type 2794 

NATlONAL 

PHYSIOTHERAPY 
WEEK 

19 • 25 MAR 1990 

Type 2795 Type 2796 

HAmNGS EXHIBITION-

~ 
OO .. ETITIDN8-

• & EVENTS­
NATIONAL= 
EIMIIONIIIIMT WllK 
27APA•7MAY '90 = 
Type 2797 Type 2798 

PENNY BLACK ;' WATER PALACE= 
CROYDON'S INDOOR WATER PARK -COIN BY : 

POBJOY ; 
OPEN FROM 7 APRIL. -MINT 
Take the Plunge = 

Type 2799 Type 2800 

1940-1990 Scottish Blood Transfusion 279~ 
(first design) 

4064R 5 March to 2 April C 

4065R 

Three dies used at Glasgow; used in 
black on philatelic cover on 5 March 
(probably backdated); no.4044R also in use 

National PhysiotherapY Week 
5 to 26 March 
(official end date 17 March) 
Used at Stoke-on-Trent 

2796 --c 

Hastings Ex~ibition 2000 
4066R 12 March to 5 May 

2797 
--c 

Post Magazine Insurance weekly ~ 
(first use) 

4067R 19 March to 7 April C 
Used at London Mount Pleasant ("London 
IS MLO" town die), EC, one die each, The 
words "Insurance weekly" were shown in t~e 
British Postmark Bulletin illustration but 
were absent from the final design, possibly 
in error or possibly since too small to 
engrave in the dies effectively; at London 
EC quality of impressions was not good and 
fine specimens are particularly difficult 
to find 
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Penny black coin 2799 
406~R 19 March to 14 April C 

Used at Croydon; nos 3981R,4069R also in 
use 

Water Palace Croydon's Water Park ~ 
4069R 19 March to 12 May C 

4070R 

4071R 
4071 

Eight dies used; nos 3981R,4068R also in 
use 

Ipswich Initiative (first use) 2801 
19 March to 7 April C 
No.4073R also in use; see also E.249R 

19 March to 16 Sep Sunday 
17 Sep to 31 Dec (black) 
Three dies used at Doncaster, but 
fewer while nos 4078R/4083R in use 

2802 

Chartered Inst of Arbitrators 2803 

B 
c 

4072R 26 March to 7 April C 
Used at London Mount Pleasant ("London 
IS MLO" town dies), EC, two dies each 

BBC Radio Ipswich 2804 
4073R 26 March to 14 April c 

4074R 

No.4070R also in use 

Help police postcode valuables 2805 
26 March to 9 Aug C 
(official end date 26 May) 
Two dies used at Shrewsbury with 
"Shropshire & Mid Wales" town dies, but 
only one die used after official end date; 
no.4104R also in use 

Note : with Sunday collections spreading country­
wide in 1990, it became more normal to find 
specimens of slogans with Sunday dates; hotJever, 
they remain more unusual than weekday specimens, 
thus from here onwards we make reference in the 
"date line" where slogans started/ended on Sundays 
or Public Holidays 

4075R 

*4076R 
*4076 

Professional plumbers SNIPEF 2~06 
2 to 29 (Sunday) April B 
Used at Belfast, Dumfries, Edinburgh 
("Edinburgh Lothian Fife Borders" town 
die), Glasgow, Inverness, Perth ("Perth 
Dundee Angus" town die), one die each 

Latest late use : 3 May Perth 
("Perth Dundee Angus" town die) 

Alder Hey Appeal 2807 
2 April to 16 Sep (Sunday)(red) B 
17 Sep 1990 to April 1992 (black) B 
16 dies used at Liverpool to 7 April, 
then fewer while nos 4078R & 4089R in use 
and continued in use (official end date 31 
May 1990) and changed to black from 17 Sep 
1990 and continued to April 1992; E.22R/R 
and numerous other slogans also in use. 
One die transferred to Chester ("Chester & 
Clwyd 1" town die) from 16 July 1990- not 
continuously (valuation "C" in red); in 
fact it appears not to have been in use in 
Sep when the change to black ink took 
place, but philatelic covers were in Oct 
1990 stamped in black ink and backdated to 
17 Sep. Continued in use in black at 
Chester to about Sep 1991. 
No.4273 also in use at both offices. 
Alder ijey is a children's hospital 
specialising in cancer treatment 

•u~ -
IFSWl~ INITIATIVE: 

EDUCATION FOR THE 1980'S -

Type 2801 Type 2802 

CHARTERED INSTITUTE 
OF ARBITRATORS 

1915 1990 GOESTOTOWN-
71.1h A..'INIVER.SARY 

IPSWICH APRIL 7- APRIL 12-

Type 2803 Type 2804 

A day at the Wells 2808 
4077R 2 April to 6 July c 

4078R 
4078Rt 
4078 

(4078) 

(official end date 30 June) 
Four dies used at Tonbridge 

Stam World London Alexandra Palace 2809 
9 April to 12 May red, standard B 
9 April to 12 May (red, transposed) D 
9 April to 12 May (black, standard) C 
About 620 dies used in red at about 280 
offices, with substantial differences from 
the announced list of offices; all used 
standard but transposed at Stratford El5, 
Galashiels (9 April only), Harlow (20 April 
only), one of two dies at each of the three 
offices. Thickness of lettering in slogan 
dies varies slightly. 
Used in black at Brixton SW2, *Bracknell, 
Rhyl (19 April only at Rhyl); also used in 
black at London Wl but rolled on by hand to 
philatelic cover. 

Earliest early use 
29 March Kings Lynn (red, standard) 

Latest late uses : 
18 May Bracknell (black, standard) 

Note : a large number of offices continued 
to use this slogan late in red ink, many 
for a few days, about 25 for over a month, 
and several to Sep - see also E.251R 

2 June The Hyde NW9 (transposed) - this 
is the only date known used transposed from 
this office 

15. or 16 Sep several offices in red (all 
standard), as listed be low later used in 
black -
but continued in red at Stockwell SW9 to at 
least 28 Sep and Streatham SW16 to at least 
3 Oct, then see below 

LATE USE IN BLACK FROM 17 SEP 1990 C 
Used at Hampstead Nln (with Hampstead 
and "London NWMLO F" town dies), Wi llesden 
NW1 0 ("London NWMLO G" town die), Chelsea 
SW3, Putney SW15, Ely ("Cambridge E" town 
die), Pontypridd ("Cardiff" town dies 
numbered 2 and 3), also at Stockwell SW9 
and Streatham SW16 which chaQged late to 
black (by 3 Oct at SW9 and by 8 Oct at 
SW16); of these-
Latest late use : 8 Dec Hampstead NH'3 
(also "London NWMLO F" town die used at 
same office probably to same date) 
- see E. 255 for further uses in Dec 1990 
and later dates 
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HELP POLICE 

-POSTCODE 
VALUABLES 

TIII.L ~teLA R EN SA Y3 -

d·"'·'·'~· "MAKE SUR!! 

f{JI'· \ ~fffAsm = \) 1 IS A MEMBER 

~= 

Type 2805 

R liE~= 
75th -

IRTHDAY = 
PPIAL -

Type 2807 

M4WOUiliYOtaBOMIII~ 

Type 2806 

VISIT KENT'S LATEST 
TOURIST ATTRACTION-

A DAY AT THE WELLS 
OPENS 26lk MAY 

~HAMP WORlD= 
~lOHDOH 9o::: 
-;- ALIXANDRA PAIACI::::::;-

Type 2808 

li MAY 

@]~[!] 
,..,... - CODE CHANGE DAY 

Type 2809 Type 2810 

50th ANNIVERSARY 

1331 
Scottish BloodTranslusionService _ 

4079R 
4079Rt 
4079 

(4079) 

4080R 

4081R 

Type 2811 Type 2812 

Code change day ~ 
9 April to 8 June (red, standard) B 
18 April only (red, transposed) D 
about 4 to 8 June (black, standard) D 
Used at 66 offices (announced as being 
used at Milton Keynes but not used), one 
die standard at each, but transposed only 
on 18 April at Guildford then standard; all 
in red but changed to black at Gloucester 
("Gloucestershire" town die) (standard) 
from about 4 June as part of trials for new 
inks, see chapter 3; also stamped in black 
at London Wl but rolled on by hand to 
philatelic cover. 
This slogan refers to the change of prefix 
to London telephone numbers from 01 to 071 
or 081 (changed again in 1995) 

Latest late uses in red : 16 Sep 
"London SW", Darlington (then see below) 

LATE USE IN BLACK FROM 17 SEP C 
Used at "London SW", Darlington; of these -
Latest late use : 18 Sep "London SW" 

1940-1990 Scottish Blood Transfusion 2811 
(second design) 
17 to 23 April C 
Used at Aberdeen, Edinburgh ("Edinburgh 
Lothian Fife Borders" town die), Glasgow, 
Inverness, Perth ("Perth Dundee Angus" town 
die), one die each 

Latest late use : 9 May Inverness 

Oldham Athletic Littlewood Cu2 Final 2812 
23 to 28 Apri 1 D 
Two dies used at Oldltam with 
"Rocltdale Oldham Ashton-u-Lyne" town dies 

NEW SUNDAY COLLECTIONS 

Roya!Maii 
SERVING BIRMINGHAM 

7DAYSAWEEK 
Type 2813 Type 2814 

SOUTH MOLTON _ 
400 anniver5ary -

GOES TO TOWN- n~u,jiUllll n r~~®= 
CHARTER ~Jqqo: GLASGOW MAY 7 - MAY 12-

Type 2815 Type 2816 

Royal lnsiiiYhon of 

Chartered Surveyore 

SOUTH WALES BRANCH -

CENTENARY 

POSTMAN 
OF THE YEAR= 
RADIO TWO FM 

1890. 1810 89.1-91.8 

Type 2817 Type 2818 

2Rl3 
4082R c 

Doncaster Festival 2814 
*4083R 30 April to 31 May C 

*4084R 

4085R 

4086R 

*4087R 

*4087 

(official end date 25 May) 
Two dies used; announced (late) as having 
started on 31 March but this seems to have 
been an error; commercial copies not seen 
before 1 May but philatelic envelopes were 
backdated to 30 April, the start date 
according to Doncaster Post Office; 
no.4071R also in use 

BBC Radio Glasgow 
30 April to 12 May 
Nos 4044R, 4087R also in use 

South Molton Charter Anniversary 
30 April to 30 June 

2815 

2816 

Chartered Surveyors South Wales 2817 

c 

D 

1 to 31 May C 
Used at Cardiff, Swansea, one die each; 
used inverted at Swansea 1 to 5 May, but 
philatelic covers backdated to 1 May with 
slogan upright 

Postman of the year 2Rl8 
1 to 11 May D 
Used at London "SW' (two dies), WC 
(two dies), Aberdeen, Bolton ("Bury Bolton 
Wigan" town die but "Bolton Lanes" on 
Monday 7 May, see chapter 3, section 3.2), 
Glasgow, Luton, Portsmouth, Watford, one 
die each 

Latest late use in red (then see below): 
16 Sep "London SW" 

LATE USE IN BLACK FROM 17 SEP 1990 D 

Latest use at only office still in use 
25 Sep "London SW" 
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NorthEast .IL~ -
Fife _e~ = 
.if")~""~;;.; 1990 = 

(UHARD-150 
ANNIVERSAIIY EXHIRITIUN -
lllh APRIL·ZndS!PT 19JO = 
Ill~ IUU111a 11118111-r St.Andrews = 

*4088R 

*4089R 

Type 2819 Type 2820 

NE Fife "par excellence" St Andrews ~ 
1 May to 24 July D 
(official end date 21 July) 
Two dies used at Edinburgh with 
"Edinburgh Lothian Fife Borders" town dies; 
no,4115R also in use. The slogan refers to 
the 119th Open Golf tournament which was 
held at St Andrews from 19 to 22 July 

Cunard 150 Anniv Exhibition 2820 
1 May to 31 Aug C 
Two dies used at Liverpool; 
no,4076R also in use 

Queen Victoria School Dunblane 
*4090R 3 May to 15 Sep (red) 

~ c 
*4090 17 Sep to 2 Dec (Sunday)(black) c 

*4091R 
*4091 

Used at Perth and Stirling, two dies 
each; at Perth ("Perth Dundee Angus" town 
dies) the slogan was announced (late) as 
starting 24 April but the dies arrived late 
and the slogan started (in red) from 3 May, 
The slogan was not used 2 July to 31 Oct, 
and was used in black when restarted after 
this gap, and nos 4091/R, 4127/R, 4166 also 
in use. 
At Stirling the slogan was used (in red) 
from 14 May (though announced that one of 
the two dies would start Sunday 13 May), 
but one die was interrupted for "Proms" 
slogan in July, "Radio 2" in Aug (but used 
late to end-Sep) and "Chemistry Week" in 
Oct-Nov, and changed to black (one die in 
use at the time) from 17 Sep, and used to 
1 Dec 

l have a pride in Perth LP.855 
(third use) 
13 May (Sunday) to 16 Sep (Sunday)(red) C 
17 Sep to 2 Dec (Sunday)(black) C 
(official end date 30 Nov) 
Used at Perth with "Perth Dundee Angus" 
town dies, initially one die but two dies 
from 9 to 30 June; nos 4090/R, 4127/R, 4166 
also in use 

Type 2821 

Chester 
Business Htrk 

THE NEW l0CA1'10N 
FOR YOUR COW-"!'( 

TEL: 024USOIGG 

Type 2822 

NEED TO TALK ••• ? 

8 The ·t amar1 ans 
LISTEN 

Type 2823 Type 2824 

-HASTINGS-~-

SEA·UfE 
-CENTRE- -

DRI~NG THE DltEAM­

MANCHESTER 1996 -

OPENS JUNE STH= THE BRITISH OLYMPIC BID -

Type 2825 Type 2826 

\ttmHOVERTRAVEL = 
PORTSMOUTH·RYDE l.W.­
HIGH SPEED tlOW COSf = 
Tcl: 09N.i\ Hl:IIIOU-

Type 2827 Type 2828 

ROYAL ENGINEERS 
The. = Samantans-MUSEUM 

GILLINGHAM KENT Listen 0634 406397 
Type 2829 Type 2830 

Chester Business Park 2822 
4092R 14 May to 12 June C 

Used at London W1, Birmingham, Chester 
("Chester & Clwyd 1" town die), Liverpool, 
Manchester, one die each; stamped in black 
at London W1 but rolled on by band to 
philatelic covers 

Latest late use : 31 July Manchester 

Need to talk? The Samaritans listen 2823 
(first use) 

4093R 14 to 22 May (official end date 19 May) D 
Used at Bedford; particularly difficult 

4094R 

to find complete and readable impressions 
of this slogan 

Friends of the Childrens Hospice 
14 May to 23 July 
(official end date 9 June) 
Two dies used at Cambridge 

Hastings sea-life centre 
*4095R 14 May to 1 Aug 

4096R 
4096 

4097R 

(official end date 30 June) 

Manchester 1996 Olympic bid 
14 May to 16 Sep (Sunday)(red) 
17 and 18 Sep (black) 
Four dies used 

~ 

Hovertravel Portsmouth-Ryde IW 2827 

c 
D 

14 May to 9 June C 
Used at Portsmouth ("Portsmouth & IOW" 
town die), Newport IOW ("Isle of Wigltt" 
town die, used on island mail only), one 
die each; valuation "D" for Newport IOW 
specimens 

Help fight child cancer 2828 
4098R 14 to 28 (public holiday) May C 

4099R 
4099 

Two dies used at York 

Return to sender? - see E.248R 

Royal Engineers Museum Gillingbam 2829 
16 May to 15 Sep (red) C 
17 Sep to 16 Nov (black) C 
Used at Chatham with "Medway" town die 
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DESPAIRIMG !LONELY? SUICIIlALl = ({) -
The _ !!!!!!!l 11~Du•:: 

Samaritans= a o E s To TOWN-

~'tlk~rJ-~.&~~~g~~ = TORQUAY MAY 26 -JUNE 2-

Type 2831 Type 2832 

HANDLE = 
...("'~~ -
WITH CARE= 
DRII'IKWISE DAY 12690= 

Type 2833 

~RICHMOND~= 

~=~~~-
QI.tBA.A'nON.IJII~-
~KOKAl\IUllU:.S -

ri~~aiMail • -- -
Type 2835 

Shropshire and 
Mid Walts Hospice 
LOVING CARE WHEN~ 
MOST NEEDE!l '@'l 

Type 2834 

Type 2836 

The Samaritans listen 2830 
*4100R 21 to 26 May n 

Used at Birmingham, Chester 
("Chester & Clwyd 1" town die), Coventry, 
("Coventry and Warwickshire" town die), 
Crewe ("Clteshire" town die), Stol<e-on­
Trent, Telford, Wolverhampton; thickness of 
slogan die lettering differs 
This slogan was only announced after the 
campaign had ended, and postmarked 
envelopes were made available to collectors 
from most (possibly all) offices; at Stoke­
on-Trent these were dated 21 April instead 
of 21 May 

Latest late use : 31 May Stoke-on-Trent 

The Samaritans available day 
or night 2831 

*4101R 21 to 26 May D 
Used at Aberystwyth, Bridgend, Cardiff, 
Haverfordwest, Hereford, Newport ("Gwent" 
town die), Swansea, one die each. 
At Swansea, in addition to the normal 
"Swansea" town die, an obsolete "West 
Glamorgan" die was used on 21 May. 
The (late) announcement stated tltat the 
slogan had been used for two days only 
(without stating which two dates) at 
Bridgend (where only missorted mail was 
normally stamped); however, as with 
no.4100R above, postmarked envelopes were 
made available for collectors from most 
(possibly all) offices and at Bridgend 
these were dated 21 and 26 May, presumably 
these dates being the two days referred to 

Late use : 29 May Cardiff 

BBC Radio Torquay 2832 
4102R 21 May to 4 June C 

Used at Torquay witlt "South Devon" 
town die; originally announced as ending 
3 June (Sunday) but since Sunday mail from 
Torquay was stamped at Exeter the slogan 
was extended by one day to compensate for 
this 

STEM MU!.Y i = 
t!OJiilltfllrtY SlifJOW = @ COVENTRY -

=CANAL= = 
BICENTENARY -

~ 1790 = 1990 -
Tvnedale Park Corbridge -

9 - 10 JUNE 1990 = 
Type 2837 

Write now! - see E.250 

Drinkwise day 

Type 2838 

4103R 29 May to 14 June 

4104R 

*4105R 

(official end date 12 June) 
Two dies used at Belfast 

Shropshire & Mid Wales Hospice 2834 
29 May to 30 June C 
Two dies used at Shrewsbury with 
"Shropshire & Mid Wales" town dies; 
no.4074R also in use 

Richmond-upon-Thames Twin Towns 2835 
29 May to 16 July C 
(official end date 9 June) 
Two dies used at Twickenham; no.4116R also 
in use 

Royal Burgh of Lanark (second use) 2792 
4106R 2 to 8 June D 

Used at Lllnark ("Clyde Valley MLll" 
town die), Motherwell ("Clyde Valley MLl" 
town die), one die each 

Anglia News 2836 
4107R 4 June to 27 July B 

4108R 

4109R 
4109 

Used at Cambridge, Colchester, 
Ipswich, Luton, Milton Keynes, Northampton 
("Northamptonshire" town die), Norwich, 
Peterborough; announced as one die at each 
office but it is thought that two dies were 
used at Northampton; also the slogan ended 
at Northampton about 2 July 

Latest late use : 23 Aug Cambridge 
(but for later use see E.256) 

Steam Rally & Country Show Corbridge ~ 
4 to 10 (Sunday) June D 
Used at Newcastle upon Tyne; no.4051R 
also in use 

Coventry Canal BicentenarT 
4 June to 16 Sep (Sunday) red) 
17 to 22 Sep (black) 
Used with "Coventry and Warwickshire" 

2838 
c 
D 

town die; no.3147R also 
in error on philate lie 

in use. Used in red 
envelopes dated 17 

and 22 Sep 

Royal Mail~= 
DERBY =·. -

SUPPORTS THE ENGLISH -
SCHOOLS MILK'""'". DERBY -
~Ba~~~~ti2~~~:S· 1990 -
DERBY. JULY 13TH & 14TH. -

Type 2839 

Massed Band~­
Spectacular . - = 

•16th JUNE Jpm• · -
BELLAHOUSTDN PARK· GLASGOW 

Type 2841 

Type 2840 

R©l~a~M~ill 
OXBRIDGE 

;;; N£W SORTING OFFICE 
COWL£Y MILL ROAD 

Type 2842 
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